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Preh min nary Di iſe coſe 


The various 0 REN of the 


& 


i} 106. the hind 12 Pan's 4 =fext 
* Debate in the Church concerning the 
Validity of Baptiſm adminiſter d by ſuch 
as were then either Hereticks or Schiſma- 
ticksy. St. Cypriem with the reſt of the Bi- 
ſhops of the. African Churches, together 
with many of the i aſtern Biſhops, main 
tain'd, © That Catholiek Bichops were oblig d 
©. 46 Condemn all ſuch Bapriſms, and to hold 
hem void and null, and by conſequence 

© not ſtraight to Cera, but firſt to Baptize 
all ſich, as having. rereivocd no other. than 
* thoſe Bate: Buptiſns, in thoſe Falſe, and 
Antichriſtiam Commucions, left them and 
® — oer to the ** * n 


0 


% 4 — * 


, iv A Preliminary Diſcourſe of the 


and only Salutary Communion : Stepher, 
* Biſhopof Rowe, and his Party, maintain d. 
* That by the Evangelical Law, Catholic! 


1 


* Biſhops were bound to Ratify Heretical and 
* Schiſmatical Baptiſms, and to hold them 
good and Valid; and to admit ſuch as, 


© having been Baptiz'd by Hereticks, or 


N 


Schiſmaticks, deſerted them, and came over 
to the Trae Catholick Communion, with- 
ont giving them Catholicx Baptiſm, or 
uſing any other Rite at their Reception, 
than that of Impoſing the Hand for the 
* Collation of the Holy Ghoſt. 

THE Stephanians muſter'd upa great many 
* Arguments for the Validity of ſuch Bap- 
* tiſms; They pleaded that Hereticks them- 
© ſelves were not ſo nice, as to Baptize thoſe 
© who came over from other Hereſies to their 
* Communion : That all Catechumeni who 
died Unbaptized! were not therefore Dam- 
* ned; much leſs thoſe who had received 
"Baptiſm, tho' from Hereticks; or Schiſma- 
ticks: That to Refuſe thoſe who were wil- 
ling to forſake Hereſy or Schiſm, unleſs 
they would Conſent to be 'Re-baptized, 
was to obſtruct their coming over: That 


A A © 


K & & £6 


= 


© thoſe who had been Baptized by Philip in 
* Samaria, were not Re-baptized by the Apo- 
I ſtles when they came among them, 4&s 8. 


and that they received Impoſition of Hands 


425 only, for the Collation of the Holy Ghoſt: 


That 


25 | various Gr f. Fe Father? &. V | 
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Je © That tho? ſome in It. Paul's time Preached 


Chriſt out of Envy and Strife, z. e. from a 
Contentious and Schiſmatical Humour, yet 
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. he was pleaſed that Chriſt was Preached: 


* 
bed 


Phil. 1. 15. That ſome Schiſmaticks, parti- 


| © cularly the Novatians, obſerved the due 


Form, and propos'd the due Interrogato- 
ries in Baptiſm: That the Efficacy of the 
Sacraments did not depend on the Ortho- 
doxy, or the Charity of the Adminiſtra- 
tors; And that if Perſons were Baptized 
in the Name of Chriſt, any manner of way, 


it was no matter who Baptized them: but 
the main Argument (as St. Auſtin afterwards 
reckon'd it) was that Stephen, Biſhop of 


Rome, had had it handed down to him by 
conſtant Tradition from St. Peter and 
St. Paul, Founders of the Church of Rome, 
that thoſe who came over from Heretical or 
Schifmatical Communions, to the Commu- 
nion of the True Catholick Church ſhould. 


ö not be Re- baptized, and that all his Pre- 
d deceſſors, Biſhops of Rome, ſince the Days 


of thoſe Apoſtles, had always bund 


their Practice to ſuch unqueſtionable Tra- 


dition: They had always Ratified, never 


Repudiated Heretical or Schiſmatical Bap- 
tiſms, 


THE Arguments of the c yprianiſt. 


againſt the Validity of ſuch Baptiſms were 


briefly theſe. - St. Cyprian rejects the Bap- 


+. tiſms of Novatianus u pon this very Score 


that 


N vi 7 7 "Preliminary Dieomſe of 5" 8 
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— ent” Wa gh. ME. * 


tllat he was not a Bimop; Cormelint was the — 


only true Biſhop of ee no Valid dap. 


G& 


by him, or in dependance on him: Nown-' 
© trans diſown'd all Dependance on him, ſe- 
parated from him, and pretended to be Biſhop 
* of Rome in oppoſi tion to him ; his Bap- 
* tiſms therefore could not be Valid; they 
© could not be true Chriſtian Sacraments, 


« St. Cyprian's 69. Epiſt. And in the i # 
© ſame Epiſtle theſe three [To ſet up an Epiſ- 4* 


« copal Chair] [To aſſume a Primacy] [and 
to pretend to a Sovereign or- Independent 
© Power of Baptizing and Offering, 4. e. 
Conſecrating the Holy Euchariſt)] he plainly 
* makes Equivalent Phraſes, and by them ex- 


preſſes the one Crime of Novatiaunt in 


ſtanding up as an Anti-Biſhop to Cornelius. 
* That all his Miniſtrations were of 
the ſame Kidney with thofe of Corah, Da- 
* than and Abiram, which were wicked, dam- 
* nable and naught, becauſe. perform'd in 
oppoſition to the High. Prieſt | Aron. 
That it was anaccountable i in Biſhops to 
Ratify Heretical, or Schiſmatical. aptiſms; 
It was a Proſtitution of the Monour both 
d of the Catholick Church and the Epiſcopal 
F College It tended to hinder People _ 
© coming over from Hereſy or chiſm: 


20 


eucourag d them to think themſelves fake | 


and rows: eee e or i there 
9 (337 LO *gi hey 


tiſms could be perform d i in that Church bur : 
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— | various Opimions of the Fathers, e. VU 
p- tbey had true Baptiſm; why not likewiſe a 
Jut true Church and true Remiſhon of Sins? To 
- © weaken the Authority of a pretended Cu- 
ſtom to the contrary, he lays it down for 
an umdouhted Truth, That we are not to 
be determin'd by any Cuſtomg of that Na- 
ture, but to examine whether they will bear 
the Teſt of Reaſon. He aſſembled at Car- 
tage a: Council of 1 Biſnhops, who con- 
fm d all that had been determih'd a little 
before in another Sy nod held in the ſame 
City, concerning the Baptiſm of Hereticks, 
iz, that it was null and void; and about 
ly * the ſame time, immediately after this Coun- 
cilhe writ a long better to Jubaianus, a 
in | © Biſhop who had eonfulted him about this 
\ © Queſtion; wherein he urges abundance of 
\* Reaſons and Texts of Seripture to ſupport 
his on Opinion, and anſwer d theObjeftions 
that were brought againſt it. In another 
Letter to Pompey Biſhop of Sabra; he op- 


ak 
* * 
** 


2 


voſes dhe Truth of the Goſpel; and the 
firit Traditions of the Apoſtſes both to the 
Enſtom and Tradition which Stephen had 
aledg'd for himſelf. Firwiliam, Biſhop of 
Ceſaria in Cappadocia, in his Letter to St. 
pri, openſy condemns the Procedure of 
| 5 Stephen, Biſhop of Nome, { who: had an- 
1+ lwerd St. Cyprian very roughly) extols St. 
rim Conduct, declares himſelf entirely 
n favour of his Opinion, proves it by ſeveral 
f * Reaſons, 


f p . +8 


VI 1 Preliminary Diſcourſe of the 


A 
* 75 
55 


ſons; and aſſures him it was the Ancient 
Cuſtom of the Aſfatic Churches; and that 
it had been regulated many Years before in 
two Numerous Synods held at Synnada and 
Iconium. The ſame Firmilian Anſwers 


'6 


tiſms ; no Baptiſms out of the true Com- 


— 


Ster hen's Plea of the conſtant Tradition he 
had handed down to him from St. Peter 
and St. Paul, as before mention'd; That 
his viz. Stephen's Allegation was utterly7 


falſe ; he could have no ſuch Tradition 
from thoſe Apoſtles ; 3. e. St. Peter and St. 


Paul, from whom he pretended to have it, 
and that for this very good Reaſon, that 


in their Days there were no Heretical Com- 


munions; by conſequence no Heretical Bap- 


munion of the Church Catholick, and 


that therefore he ſlander'd them by father- | 
ing ſuch a Tradition on them, ſeeing it 


was certain that they taught the quite con- 
trary in their Epiſtles ; that St. Paul As 


19.) Re-baptized thoſe who had been Bap- 


tized by Jobu the Baptiſ; ought not we 


then (ſays he) to Baptize thoſe who come 


from Hereſy to the Church? Will any Man 
ſay that the Biſhops now a-days are greater 
than St. Paul was? which they muſt needs 
be if they are able to do that which he 


could not if they by Impoſition of Hande 


only, can give the Holy Ghoſt to Here- 
ticks when they come to them. St. Cyprian 
| 5 | in 
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various 22 of 1 Mr Fathers, Ce. I 


in his Letter to Jubaianus Reaſons to this 
purpoſe againſt the Validity of ſuch Bap- 
tiſms: is evident where and by whom 
the Remiſſionof Sins(which is given in 
* Baptiſm) can be given; for our Lord gave 
* firſt to Peter, &c. that Power, that What⸗ 
© ſoever he ſhould "looſe in Earth ſhould be 
© looſed in Heaven; then after his Reſurrec- 

* tionhe gave it to all the Apoſtles, when he 
* ſaid (John 20, 21, 22, 23.) As my Father 
* hath ſent me, Ge. Whence we learn that 
© none have Authority to Baptize and Remit 
* Sins but the Biſhops. and thoſe who are 
* tounded in the Evangelical Law, and our 
© Lords Itiftitution, and that nothing can be 
bound or loofed or- of the Church, ſeeing. 

there is none there who has the Power of 
binding and looſing Jeſus Chriſt (ſays 
Fortunatus; In the venerable Council of 
Carthage, Anno 256) Our Lord and God, 
the Son of God the Father and Creator, 
built his Church upon a Rock, and not up- 
© on! Hereſy; and he gave the Power of 
* Baptizing to Biſhops, and not to Hereticks. 
Thoſe therefore who are ont of the Church, 
andi ſtaud againft Chriſt, and ſcatter his 
Plock. cannot Ba pita, "bring. ont of foe” 
© Chaneſlicin” both 

IT would he endleſs to mention all che 
Teſtimonies, and Arguments, brought in that 
5 int the Va at of rr e 
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* 0 W Preliminary Diſcomſe of he 


I hall therefore name. but one more, which 
ſeems to be of great moment for the Diſco- 
very of what was meant by Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks in thoſe days; and that is F7rariliaz 
who | in one of his Letters ſays, *That he and 
* all the Biſhops who met with him 1n the 
« Synod of [coninm, Decreed that all thoſe 
* ſhould be holden as Unbaptized, who were 
* Ba ptized by ſuch as had once been Biſhops 
in the Catholick Church, if they were 
* Baptized by them after they had 1 the 
from the Church: By which, ſeparated 
other Monuments of that Age, it is evi- 
dent, they held, that even Biſhops, and all 
other Law fal Miniſters loſt their very Autho- 
tity to do any thing more in the Miniſterial 


Functions, when they either Schiſmatically or 
Heretically ſeparated themſelves from the 
Church of Chriſt: Hence doubtleſs it came 
to paſs that St. Cyprian and his Colleagues 
eſteem'd all their Ocdiindions null and void, 
ind conſequently that the ſappoſed Sacra- 


ments adminiſter'd by them and thoſe whom 
they Ordain'd, were no true Chriſtian Sacra- 
ments, and therefore Invalid and Ineffectual: 


This, I ſay, appears to me to be the true 


Foundation of that great Diſpute concerning 


the Validity of Heretical and Schiſmatical 


Baptilms, and which St. Cyprian manag'd 
with ſo much Chriſtian Humility and Cha- 

* rity, that, tho? Stephey, Biſhop of Rome, was 
*.fo far from agreeing to the Reaſons of the 
, Africans, 
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various Opinions of the Fathers, &c. Xl 


Africans, (whether becauſe he imagin'd 
they had a deſi gn to condemn the Roman 
Church, or becauſe he thought this Que- 
ſtion was of too great Conſequence) that 
he was enraged againſt St. Cyprian and his 
Colleagues, and 9d their Deputies ill: 

Nay he prohibited all Chriſtians belonging 


to his Church to receive or lodge them, 


depriving them, not only of Eccleſi aſtical 
Communion, but alſo refuſing them the 


common Civilities of Hoſpitality ; yet he 


Ui. e. St. Cyprian] could not think of breaks 
ing Peace with them; of giving up Com- 
munion with them; of Abſtaining or Ex- 


communicating them ; Notwithſtanding 
Stephen had taken upon him to Excommu- 


nicate thoſe who oppes'd the Ratification 
of Heretical and Schiſmatical Baptiſtns. 
Upon the whok, the Perſecution of the 


Church by Valerian, Anno 257. pat an end 
to this Controverſy. St. Cyprian never al- 
ter'd his Opinion; the Greek Churches 


were for a long time after him divided up- 


- On this Queſtion z the Cauncil of Arles 


firſt decided it in the Weſt; St. Auſtin fol. 
low'd its Deciſion; the Weſtern Church 


| © hagembrac'd this Opinion, viz. That Bap- 


<\tifm' by Hereticks; in the Name of the 


© Trinity, is Valid; and tho? the Faſtern 
* Churches have nne agreed with her abſo- 
* ſolutely in this Point, yet they always 


B 2 made 


13 Preliminary Difeourſe of the | 


© made a Diſtinction between Hereticks, and 
differently receiv'd them. 

INthe ꝗth Century, St. pI rejects 
the Baptiſm of Hereticks. Pacianus ſays 
that Baptiſm Puriſies from Sins, andUn&tion 


brings down the Holy Spirit, aud both the 


One axd the, Cledariand epplyed by the Hand 


« and the Mouth of the Biſhop: 8 that 


the Dozatiſts (who by the way were Schiſ⸗ 


LY maticks ) committed a Steat Crime in rei- 


terating Baptiſm, (where *tis to le noted 
that they Re-baptized the very Catholicks 
who came over to them) that tis not he 

< who gives this Sacrament of Baptiſm that 
© confers the Graces, but the Faith of him 
that receives it, and the Virtue of the 
Trinity. We ask (ys he) if it be Law- 


of the Trinity ? Ye maintain that it is Law- 

ful; We ſay that it is forbidden: The Peo- 
ple. are in ſuſpence, Let us therefore ſearch 
after the Mill of our Father, in the Goſpel, 


once Waſhed, needs. not to be Waſhed 
again ; whercfore- (adds he) We do not Re- 
£ baptize thoſe, who have been Baptized when 

they return again to us: He proves againſt 
the Douatiſir, that the Holineſs of the Mi- 
niſter does not contribute to the Validity of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and that be- 


to 


ful to repeat Baptiſm given in the Name 


which will inform us that he who has been 


cauſe the effect of *. Sacrament is owing 
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various Opinions of the Fathers Kc. X1tl 


to God only, and in ſhort, becauſe the 82 
craments are Holy, and do Sanctiſy by 
themſelves: Yet he ſeems to think that we 
ought to Re-baptize thoſe who were Bap- 
* tized by Hereticks; but does not make the 
: ſame determination cancerning thoſe who 
* were Baptized by Schiſmaticks. | 
St. Baſel maintains that the Antients were 
© perſwaded that the [Baptiſm of Hereticks 
vas abſolutely void: As for Schiſmaticks 
he likes well enough, St. Cyprian and Firmi- 
lians ſubjecting them to the fame Law; 
* becauſe being ſeparate fm the Church they 
« had not the Holy Spirit, and ſo could not 
give it; but, ſays he would not hinder 
the allowing 'of the Baptiſms of Schiſma- 
* ticks, ſince the Biſhops of Aja had thought 
© it convenient to admit them: But tho" 


© the Encratites were Schiſmaticks, hedeclates 


that their Baptiſm onght not to be approvid, 
and that thoſe ought to be Re- baptized to 
* whom they had given Baptiſm; becauſe 
they gave it with Precipitation,” on purpoſe 
* tO hinder the receiving of it from the 
Church; nevertheleſs it the contrary Cu- 
+ ſom were EStabbiſhed he confeſſes it ought 
to be followel.. 

IHE Council 91 Bliberis;. owns hos: 
Canon 38, declares,  That' a Chriftian 
nde is neither Penitenf, 1 e. not under 
*.Pcnnance, nora Bigamiſt, may Paptize in 
821181 N "i 


A " Prelimina. 7 Dione of the 


a Caſe of Neceſlity, thoſe who are on a 
* Tourney, being at a great diſtance from a 
Church, upon Condition. that he prefent 


him to the Biſhop, it he ſurvive to be per- 4 | 


* fected by Impolition of Hands. 
THE Council of Arles, called by the 
* Emperour, Au 314, conſiſting of Thirty 


* Three Weſtern Biſhops, Cannon 8. deter- a 


mines the famous Queſtion about the Re- 
3 * baptization of Hereticks, and Ordains con- 
< cerning the Africans, who had always Re- 
haptiz d them, that if any one leave a He- 
* reſy and return to the Church, he ſhall be 

ask d concerning the Creed, and if it be 
* known that he was Baptiz d in the Name 
* of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Tmpoſi tion of Hands only 
* thall be given him, that he may receive the 
Holy Spirit; ; but if he does not acknow- 
knowledge the Trinity, I ſuppoſe” tis 
meant if while a Heretick he did not acknow- 
ledge the Trinity, or if the Heretick who 
Baptiz d him did not acknowledge the Tri- 
nity, (the latter is the moſt likely) *. ſhall 
1 be Re- bip tizdlli! 

B the way, in this Canon * is not 
one Word about Lap Baptiſm : And as for 
the Hereticks who then Baptiz d, they had al- 


ways, or at leaſt moſt commonly, receiv'd 


Ordination from the Hands of ſome. Catho- 


lick Biſhop or other; nay, generally the 
Heretical 


0 \ ) 


a ci 


Tons 5 Opinions of the Fathers. ; XV 


| Heretical Biſhops were Conſecrated Fefore 
they tell into Hereſy, by Catholick Biſhops, 


or elſe afterwards by ſome Trick or other, 
got private Conſecrat ion from them, that o 
their Hereſies might go down the better with 
2 the People: And the ſame we find concern- 


; ing Schiſmaticks in thoſe Days. 


THE Council of Necceſarea, Anno 314, 


2 Canon 1. ſays, That if a Prieſt Marries 


* after he has been Ordain'd, he ought to be 


| Ke degraded”. How conformable this Canon 


xt S 
PPP 


315 to the Goſpel of Chriſt, let all ſerious 
Chriſtians Obſerve and Confi der; I mention 
it therefore only to ſhew, that in thoſe Days 
Councils were not Infallible in all their De- 


cr 
THE Council of Nice, Auno 325. conſi- 


ſting of about 3co Biſhops, Canon 19, Or- 


5 dains, * That the Paulianiſts ſhall be Re. bap- 


« tizd who return to the Chuyrch'. In this 


Council alſo a Canon was propos d for oblig- 
ing Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons to obſerve 
Celibacy. 


THE Council of Laodicea between Anno 


f 360 and 370, Canon 8, That they muſt be 


2 


* wholly Baptized anew, who come fromthe 


l 6 Sect of the Montaniſts. 4719% 


THE third Council of £onflentinaſie 
Anno 383, in the laſt Canon, concerning the 
manner of receiving Heroticks, who. offer 


hemſelves to return into the Boſom of the 
19Wi *© Church, | 


r A Preliminary Diſcourſe of the. 


Church, it is Ordain'd, That the Arias; 


Cc 


: Macedonians; Sabbarians, Nonatians, Quar- 
to dlecimani, Terrariter and Apollinariſts, | 


ſhall be receiv'd, after they have made pro- 


feflion of their Faith, and —— 
their Errours 3 by the Un&tion of the Holy 
Spirit, and the Chriſm wherewith they ſhall 
be Anointed on the Forehead, the Eyes, 
the Hands, the Month; the Ears, at the 
pronouncing of thefe Words, This is the 
Seal of the Holy Spirit: as to the Enmoni- 


ant, the Mere , the Sabellians, and 
all the other Hereticks, the Council Or- 
dains that they ſhall be receiv'd like Pa- 


gans, Cr. and at laſt they ſhall be Bap- 
ed. - 
THE Council of Capua, Anno 390 de- 
clar'd that it was not Lawful to uſe Re- 
baptization RBe-02dination, and the Tran- 
flation of Biſhops. 

IN the Council of Carthage, Amid 248, 
before they proceeded to make Canons, the 


Preſident advisd thus, we muſt have ſuch J 


regard to this time of Peace, that we nei- 
ther weaken the Obligation of the Laws, 
nor vet Prejudice the preſent Unity by tio 
much Severity. Then che firſt Head pro- 
pos'd was about Re- baptization; he ask d 
whether that Man ought to be Re-baptiz'd | 


who at his Baptiſm made profeſſion of be- 
rene the Trinity. The _— an- 


ſwer' d 


various Opinions of the F. aher, &c. XVII 


« ſwerd, God forbid; We declare that this 
2 Re-baptization | is Unlawful, contrary to the 
Orthodox Faith, and the E ccleſtaſtical 
. 

T H E ſecond Council of Carthage, Anno 
390, in the ſecond Canon renews the Law 
Eſtabliſhed in the preceeding Council con- 
cerning the Celibacy of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
2 Deacons. The 8th Canon declares, © That if 
a Prieſt Exconnmunicated by his own Biſhop 
undertake to offer up the Sacrifices in Pri- 
vate, and to ſet up Altar againſt Altar, 
thereby making a Schiſm, he ought to be 
anathematiz d; becauſe there is but One 


Church, One Faith and One Baptiſm; 


E n 


3 | My Remark upon this Canon is, That this | 
Re- One Baptiſm cannot be ſupposd to be out 
an- of this One Church, and therefore is only 
7 dr in it. | 

48, THE third Council of Carthage, Anno 
the 398 Canon 100 fays, * That a Woman ought 
tel dor to take upon her to Baptize. . 

. THE Council of Carthage Anno 401, 
wc ' © ſecond geſſion, orders Biſhops, Prieſts, and 


too © Deacons to have no more to do with their 
11 Wives. Direly contrary io the Law of God. 


za mnie gth. Century flouriſn'd St. Aueuſtin, 
ps | 5 Biſhop of Higo in Africa ; he argued vigo- 
be. ©. roully againſt the Donatiſts who began 


E Schiln by a ſeparation of ſome 
Pd 1 © © Atrican Bilbops, and proceeded ſo far as to 
. | E * reckon 
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-£ 3 all other Churches as unclean, and 


4 


* oe — 
e 


* indeed to be no Churches at all, and conſe- 
* quently when any Catholick came over to 
their Party, they would not admit him * 
witliout Re- baptization, making uſe of St. 
Cyprian and his Colegues Authority, who 
taught, That Baptiſm adminiſter'd byHereticks 
and Schiſmaticks could not be Valid becauſe 
thev were out of the Church, and the Do- 
zatiſts eſteenbd the Catholicks to be no ; 
* better than ſuch. =_ 
st. Auguſtin in Oppoſition to them, nnder- 
takes to prove that tho? his Party were not ö 
the Church, yet the Donatiſts were not to f 


that Baptiſm perform'd without naming | 
the Trinity is Null; but affirms, That if. | 
it be admimiſtred in the Name of the Tri⸗ 
nity it is Valid, whoſoever he be that Ad- 
miniſters it, and ought not to be repeated; 

That neither the Miniftcrs Faith as to Re- 
ligion, nor his Sanctity avail any thing to 

the Validity of Biptiſm ; That it is God 

and not the Miniſter who gives the Holy 
Spirit and worketh the Remiſſion of Sins. 

BUT here before 1 proceed further, I 


muſt obſerve, that it does not hence follow, 
that becaufe the Faith or Sanctity of the 


Miviſter avails nothing to the Validity of 


Baptiſm, therefore his ; Authozity by which 
he ann avatls nothing thereto, for Authozity 


may 


Baptize them a ſecond time; he confeſſes + 


 warions Opinion of 1 the Fathers: Sc. XIX 


may very well be, and often is, Diſtinct and 
Separate trom both thoſe excellent Quali- 
ties: And again every one will grant that it 
is God and not the Minifter who gives the 
Holy Spirit, &c. What then, does it thence 
follow that any Perſon may Adminiſter ? 
Can it be reafonably expected that God 
ſhould concur with the Uſurpations' of 
thoſe who Act herein without his Commiſ⸗ 
ſion, nay and in oppoſition thereto, [as is 
the Caſe with us.] Certainly no; 1t cannot: 
For | however. he may Diſpenſe with . the 
want of a Sacrament, yet he has no where 
promis'd to give Efficacy to thoſe Admini- 
{trations which are in any reſpect Contrary 
to his own Inſtitutions ; and to me it ſeems 
a meer Fool-hardineſs and Preſumption to 
expect it. 


— — | wed | 


* 


* 
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But to Nw 
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Ithat Paptilm i. is to be — which is 

* Adminiſter'd by anUnbaptized Perſon, who 

* out of Curioſity has learned the way of 

, * Baptizing among Chriſtians ? it is asked 
„ whether it be neceſſary for the 
E i 6 Validity of Baptiſm, that he who either 
! * Adminiſters or Receives: it ber. Sincere 2 

| And if they ſhould be only in Jeſt, whe- 
= 1 n 
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cher Baptifin ought to be Adminiſter'd a- 
gain in the Church? Whether Baptiſm 
Conferr'd in Derifion, as that would be 
which ſhould be Adminiſter'd by a Come. 
dian, might be acconnted Valid 2 Whe- 
ther Baptiſm Adminiſter'd by an Actor, 
may become Valid, when he that receives 
it is well diſpos'd. 

HE Anſwers to theſe and ſuch like Que- 


{th Ins, That the ſecureſt 'way is to return 


no Anſwer to Queſtions that never were 
decided in any Council General or Natio- 
nal; but he adds, ſhould any Man meeting 


with me at ſuch Council, ask my Advice 


about theſe Queſtions, and that it were my 
turn to declare my Opinion, having not 


heard other Mens Opinions, which I might 


prefer before my own, Cc. I ſhould with- 


out difficulty acknowledge, That they all 
receive Baptiſm truly, in any Place what- 


ſoever, and by whomſoever Adminiſter'd, 
if on their Part they receive it with Faith 


and Sincerity, I am apt alſo to believe 


that ſuch as receive Baptiſm in the Church, 
or in what is ſuppos'd to be the Church, 
are truely Baptiz'd, as to the Sacramental 

part of the Action, whatſoever be their In- 


wa But as for Baptiſm Adminiſter'd 
and received out of the Church, in Raillety 
Contempt, and to make Sport, 1 coal 
not approve the ſatne without a Revelation. 


HE 


— o_” eHow 


various Opinions of the Fathers, &c. XXI 


1 HE endeavours to overthrow the Reafons 
ind Teſtimonies of the Cyprianiſts againſt 
the Validity of Heretical and Schiſmatical 
Baptiſms by the Compariſon of concealel He-. 
peticks and evil Minifters, with brown Here. 
| ticks and Schiſmaticks, for if the Baptiſm 
Adminiſtred by the foꝛmer is Valid and nor 
to be renewal. why ſhould not the fame 
thing be ſaid of the Latter, ſince all the 
Reafons that are alledg*d for the Nullity 
of the Baptiſm of Hereticks, may alſo be- 
long to evil Miniſter t ? It is ſaid for Exam 
ple, That to give the Holy Ghoſt one muſt 
have it, that Hereticks have it not; an 
conſequently that they cannot give if + : 
Why may we not Reaſon after the ſame 
manner, concerning Baptiſm conferr'd by 
Conceal'd Hereticks or by Wicked Prieſts? 
Have they the Holy Ghoſt to give. Thus 
JJC 
I cannot but take notice here, that this 
Great Man does not appear (to me) to have 
made the Compariſon according to the de- 
ſign of St. Cyprian," and his Colleagues; for 
by the manner of handling this Diſpute in 
thoſe Days, *tis plain to me that the Here- 
_ ticks and Schiſmaticks were ſuppos'd to be 
Excommunicate and conſequently to have 
lost all Valid Power and Authority for the 
Adminiſtratio of Chriſtfan Sacraments be- 
ing themſelves om of the ( hnreß ; whereas the 


Con- 
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ConceaPd Heretich and Evil Miniſter | not = 
having ſeparated themſelves from, nor = 7 ha 
excluded out of the Church, cannot, during © In 
this their Secrecy, Jooſe that w4ilible Autho I 
zity wherewith they were at firſt inveſted, $ 
and we have no other Authority to truſt to, 
except we had the Gift of diſcerning Spirits; I 
ſo that the Reaſons. againſt the Validity of q * 
Baptiſm Adminiſter'd "by known Excom- fa 
municated Hereticks, and. Schiſmaticks ; will [4 

« 

1 

4 


not equally hold good againſt the Validity of 
Baptiſm conferr*d by unknown Hereticks and 
Evil Prieſts, who ſtill continue in External 
Communion with the Church; . becauſe the 
former have not, but the latter have that 
viſible Authozity and Commiſſion which 
Chriſt gave them to Adminiſter his Sacra- ® 
ments; as is plain from the Example of 
Judas Iſcariot, whom our Saviour veſted with- * 

the Divine Commiſſion, notwithſtanding his 
great Wickedneſs. | 
Leo, Biſhop of Nome, in his 18th Anſwer 

to ſeveral Queſtions put to him by Ruſticus, 
Biſhop of Narbonne, Anno 442, ſays, © That 
it is ſufficient. to lay hands upon, and cal!“ 
upon the Holy Spirit, over thoſe. that do 
remember that they have been Baptiz'd, but 4 
* know not in what Set., ano 
| Gemnadins, 2 Prieſt of Marſeille, ors 
© That there is But One Baptiſm, and 
5 "that we mult not Baptize them again 8585 
have 


ay 
V 
t 
T 


: oy . 
Pn r 2. — 


various Onmm of the Fade &c. XXIII 


not 
yy 7 have been Baptized by Hereticks, with the 
uring © Invocation of the Name of the Trinity ; 

but they who have not been Baptiz?d in 

the Name of the Trinity, ought to be Re- 
o, # baptized, becauſe ſuch a "ny is not 

True. 
IHE 2d Council of Arles, Canon 2, 
com- favs, * That no Man may be made a Prieſt 
will * * who is Married, unleſs they will renounce 
y of the uſe of Marriage, which they call by the 
Sand * Name of Converlion. 
erna! Canon 17. The Bonoſiaci, who Baptize as 
the as well as the Arians in the Name of the 
that # Trinity ; it is ſufficient to admit them in- 


hich to the Church, by Chriſm, and Impoſition 
acra- of Hands. 

e of L St. Gregory about the latter end of the 
with *6th Century, ſpeaking about the return of 


ſeveral forts of Hereticks into the Church, 
Nays, That they are Baptized when they re⸗ 
{wer 4 enter into the Church, the Baptiſm which 
lieus, * they have received not being true, ſince it 
That ' was not given in the Name of the Trinity. 
call 4 When it is Uncertain whether a Perſon has 
t do been Baptized or Confirm'd, we muſt Ba 
| 8 if tize or Confirm them rather than cuffer 
them to periſh in this Doubt. 
rms, x Gregory II. a little after, Ammo 7co, in his 
and JI Decretal Epiſtle, anſwering ſeveral Queſtions 
+l ties to him by Boniface, Article 8. forbids 
wave to Re- baptize thoſe who have been once 
[ Bap- 
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© Baptized in the Name of the Trinity, altho © 4. 
it were by à wicked Prieſt. th. 


Gregory III. Orders that they ſhall be Bap 7; 
*tized again in the Name of the Trinity, who 
© have been Baptized by Heathens. And alſc 
© that thoſe hall be Re-baptized, who have 
been Baptized by a Prieſt that hath Sacrificec 
to Juriter, or eaten Meat offer'd to Idols 2 
Thus far I think may ſuffice, to have Collec n 
ted what has been ſaid about Re-baptizati- | 
on. Becauſe | 1 
IT is well known that the Church began 
to be miſerably over-run with Errour and 
Superſtition after the Year of Chriſt 300, 
and that many Decrees of Councils and Fa- 
thers were from that time founded not upon li 
the Reveal'd Will of God in his Written 
Word, but upon pretended Traditions, and t 
2 Diſpexſing Power aſſum'd by ſome of the ( 
Governourc of the Church, witneſs thoſe th. 
Decrees which require Celibacy in the Clergy, da 
c. as you may ſee in ſeveral of the.above aff 
tired Councils, for which Reaſon I might 

very well have ſpared my Labour of making. ui 
many of theſe Collections, but becauſe l 
have been told it becomes me to reſt ſatisfied 
in the Determinations of the Chriſtian Church 

about this matter, I thought it not amiſs to 
enquire into them thus far; to the intent $4 
that I might ſee whether I could procure I 
any Well⸗grounded Satisfaction from their 
| Authority; 


arion Opinions of the Fathers, &c. RXV 
tho Aber; and Indeed I muſt acknowledge ge 
that if this had been a Thing Irdifferent in 
Bap its own Nature and not determin'd by the 
he word of God, but left to the Wiſdom and 
| alc Prudence of the Church to Decree as my 
have ? ſhould think convenient and neceſſary, I 
ificec ought to have acquieſcd with ſuch Determi- 
Idols pations, but the Caſe ſtands otherwiſe with 
ollec- me, I eſteem Baptiſm in all its Eſſential Parts 
izati to be a fundamental of Chriſtianity, (as the 
Apoſtle himſelf has told us,) a Poſitive Iuſti- 
began tution made by God himſelf; and the Holy 
and Scriptures are clear enough tor the Determi- 
300, nation of all the rh thereof, as well 
d Fa- as of all other Fundamental Points of our Re- 


upon ligion, and therefore the Decrees of Fathers 
ritten and Councils have no more weight with me in 
, and this matter, than what they receive from their 
f the Conformity to thoſe Divine Oracles, which are 
thoſe the only Rule of our Faith and practice in Fun- | 
lergy, damentals, as all ſound Proteſtants have 
ibove affirm'd. 

might BESIDES, the Councils of Carthage, Tco- 
aking. ium and Hynadu, together with the Cu- 
uſe | ſtoms of the Aſiatick and African Churches, 
tisfied confirming St. Cyprians Doctrine, have as 
hurch much (if not more) Authority to {way my 


u(s to Judgment in this matter, as the Council of 


intent JArles and the after Determinations of other 
rocure Councils and Fathers; for theſe latter can 
their ri 2016 D pretend 


ority; 
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pretend to no more Divine Authority than 
the former. 5 
I am very: welt: ſatisfied, that ther is Line 


One true Chꝛiſtian Baptiſm, which ought 
not to be repeated upon thoſe who have Te- 


ceiv'd it: I find my ſelf under an Impoſſi- 


bility to believe, that this One Baptiſm is 
any other, than what Chriſt himſelf Inſtituted 


juſt before his Aſcenſion into Heaven; I 
reckon an Eſſential Part of this Inſtitution 
(and I humbly hope in the ſequel of this 
Diſcourſe to prove it) to be the Divine Ay- 
thozity of the Adminiſtratoz, as well as the 
Water, and the Form of Adminiſtration. 

I cannot be ſatisfied, that the Perſon who 
is faid to have Baptiz d me ever had this Au- 


thority, nay I know to the contrary, and 
alſo that he was actually in oppoſition to it; 

and tho? his meaning were never ſo good, yet 
i-cannot think God concurr'd with ſuch an 


tſurpation, when it was done without Any 
Neceſſity at ali in a Chriſtian Country, where 
truly Authoriz'd Miniſters might bade been 
had with as mnch, if not greater eaſe and 
ſpeed than he; for which Reaſons I find no 


ſolid Foundation for believing that I have ; 
received this One Baptiſm, ef pecially ſince | 
I my ſelf ſhould with great Reaſon have refus d 
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that which he Adminiſter d if Thad been put to 
my own free Choice, as it's certain I could not 


then, being but an Infant. I doubt not but ſome 


wil! 


re 
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vin ſay That I need not concern my ſelf fo | 
an much about that which I had no hand in, and 
w berein I was wholly Paſs de; if there was any 
but Fault in ſuch my Bay'ifm, twas none of wine, 
but theire who had the Care of me: To whom 
I return this ſhort Anſwer, That the Parents 
or Godfather's and Godmother's Act and 
Deed is 7nterpretatizely the Child's, and he 
muſt make it really his own when he comes 
to Tears, by taking it upon himſelf; fo that 
it then he owns their Sinful Act (knowing 
it to be ſuch) he makes himſelf partaker 
| with them in the Sin. 

BU to return to the Diſpute i in St. C- 
fda | res? time, and the Decrees then and ſince 


ito | made about it ; I cannot Difſemble my 
_ Thoughts, that the Arguments and Determi- 
and 


ma mations againſt, his Doctrine and Practice, 
it; have nothing of that Reaſon and Solidity 
which an Inquiſitive Perſon might juſtly ex- 
pet in them: And that on the contrary, St. 
Au, | Cyprian and his Colleagues defend their Al- 
ſertion [that the Baptiſms. of Hereticks aud 
been Seliſmaticſs are Inualid] with ſo much Judg- 
ment and Cogency of Argument, that I 
wonder how it could poſſibly have come to 
pals, that their Doctrine ſnould be afterwards 
ſince | exploded, eſpecially when I conſider that 
tus'd > what they taught and practicd herein, was 
at to confirm'd by numerous Councils in thoſe 
| earlier Days, wherein Truth was more 3 
3 D 2 : n 
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lent than afterwards ; and Tertullian long be- 
fore affirmed the ſame thing, That Baptiſm: 
© is reſery'd to the Biſhop. ; Hereticks are not 
able to give it, becauſe they have it not, 
and therefore it is that we have a Rule to 


© Re-baptize them. And to go ſtill further 


backward to the Days wherein ſome of the 
Apoſtles might be ſtill living; St. Ignatius, a 
Glorious Martyr, and Biſhop of Antioch, 
Anno Dom. 71. In his Epiſtle to the Ssryr- 
means, ſays, * Let that Sacrament be jud g d 
* effeFual and firm, which is difpens'd by 
the Biſhop, or him to whom the Biſhop 
has committed it. It is not Lawful without 
* the Biſhop either to Baptize or Celebrate the 
© Offices: But what he approves of, according 
to the good pleaſure of God, that is firm 
and Safe, and ſo we do every thing Securip. 
THIS is ſo exactly agreeable to St. Cy- 
priar's Doctrine, that tis no wonder he ad- 
her?d to it all the Days of his Life ; and it 
ſeems to me, that nothing could have given 
Credit and Reputation to the contrary Opi- 
nion, but the monſtrous encreaſe of Yereſy 
and Schiſm afterwards, which brought in 
abundance of Damnable Doctrines, and 
Practices ¶ ſome. of which you may fee in the 
preceeding Collections] inſomuch, that at laſt 
ther was but little of Solid and Subſtantial 
Religion to be found in the World, _ 
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ND. did them; and if they ſhall reap any benefit 


Dane Opinions of the Fathers, &c. IX 


AND now, after all that has been ſaid, 
I declare that it is not my Deſign to meddle 


with the Cyprianick Diſpute in this Diſcourſe ; 
my buſineſs is not to enquire whether thoſe 
who were ance duly Authoriz'd, and after- 
Wards fall into Yereſp or Schiſm, and 
thereby ſeparate themſelves, or are excluded 
from the Church, can adminiſter. Valid Sa- 
craments and Ordinations during this their 
Separation: no, I ſhall not ſa. much as touch 
upon this at all, becauſe I don't think my 


aſe affected by it; all that I need con- 


j cern my ſelf about, is, whether thoſe who 
act in oppoſition to the acknowledg'd and duty 


Authoriz/d Miniſters of Chriſt ; and who 
themſelves were never duly Authorizd 
can Adminiſter truly Valid Baptiſan to 


thoſe who have no Faith in their Authority; 


and whether ſuch Receivers of thofe Baptiſues 
can ſafely reſt ſatisfied with them: This is 
my Caſe, and this is all that I concern my 
ſelf about. T 

AND therefore I wrote the follow- 
ing ESSAY- in a Mathematical Method 
of Definition , Axiom, and Propoſition, 
for the Information of my own Judgment, 
in this great Affair: it was not at firſt de- 
ſign'd for publick view, but finding o- 
thers have been, and it may be ſtill do La- 


bour, under the ſame Circumſtances with my 


ſelf, I thought it might not be unacceptable 


thereby, 
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thereby, or if ſome abler Pen will Adddertake 
to mend my Faults, by letting the World 
ſee ſomething wore Corre and exact for that 
purpoſe, (The only Motive of my Writing) 
I ſhall obtain my end, which God be prai- 


ſed is not mixt with any alloy of worldly 


Gain, or deſire of Humane Applayle wis this 
Undertaking. lien f 
AS for Caviling and) Difputing tis 
not my deſign to concern my ſelf (and 
looſe my Precious time) in ſuch exdleſs 
zmpertinencies e If any one will eandidly 
ſhew me my Errourc, I ſhall Pesrtily 


thank him for ſo doing; dar I declare be- 


fore hand, that no leſs — ſuch Demonſtrati- 
on as the Nature of the Thing will bear, can 
ever go down with me for Conviction; I am 
not to be put off with the Authority of any 
great Names, Separate from Scripture and Rea- 
for, for this has caus'd too much Exrbur i in 
the World already, and ?tis * time now 
to reform from it. 


* 
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Of the ' and Obligation 


of Divine Poſitive A of 
Religion. 


Definitions. 
J. 
is, that which God himſelf requires 


and commands to be done, and Which 
(having no intrinſicł or moral excellency i in it's 


\ Divine Poſitive Ioſtitution of Religion, 


 ſelf)without his Command andAppointmentwe 


could never have been bound to the Obſer- 
vance of ; nor ever have convey'd to us by 


the Obſervation thereof, any Supernatural 
Benefit or Advantage. whatſoever, 


II. 


1222 
— >. a. 


—— 
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2 The Introduction. 


II. 


THE Eſential Parts of à Divine Poſi- 


tive Inſtitution, are thoſe which we are o- 
blig'd conſtantly. to obſerve, as long as the 
utmoſt Duration, of the Force and Obligation 
of the Inſtitution it ſelf. - 


CES... 
1 call an Act Ial;d for the purpoſes of 


ſuch an Inſtitution, when we have no juſ8 
Reaſon to expect, that God ſhould ſo far 


concur with that Act, as to convey by means 


thereof, thoſe ſupernatural Advantages he has 
annex'd to the Inſtitution. 


IV. 


BY the Supernatural Advantages Annex'd 


to an Inſtitution, I mean All thoſe Spiritual 
Priviledges and Benefits which by Nature we 
cannot have, and which God has promis'd to 
beſtow, upon Condition of our duly Perform- 
ing that Inſtitution, which he has made to 
be the Ordinary means of Conveying thoſe 
Benefits to us. FF —_— 


52 


Undeniable 


or in Part; and beſtow the 
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V. 
'B Y the Divine Authority. of the Admi- 


giſtrator, I mean har Commiſſion which God 
at firſt gave to Men, and which they have 


ever ſince handed down to others, by his Or- 


der and Appointment, to Adminiſter in his 
poly Ordinances. 


TREE 
Maxims. 


| =: 


THE Eſſential Parts of any tings afe of 
the ſame Nature as the whole, 
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GOD nll | may 4 wich any 
his own Poſitive Inſtitutions, either in ha 
Benefits ARDS: 1 


to them, when, to whom, and how h 
* ſes. 
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HE. 


NO Ecclef faſticat or Civil "Authority can 
Diſpenſe with any Divine Poſitive Inſt uri. ö 
on, either in whole, or in any Eſſential Part, n. 
ſo Yong a as it Ss, binding and BY 10 8 
* | 


IV. | - 

T HE = way to determine whether an 
Act is Valid on valid, for the pur poſes of a 
Divine Poſitive Inſtitution, is, to know 
whether that Act be Lawful or Orlanfal, 
Agreeable or Contrary to the Will of God, 
which is. to be found va wbere, but either 
in the Inſtitution it ſelf, or in ſome other 
Part or Parts of his Written Word, relating 
to the ſame ene 
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NO Power or alta on Earth, can FE 
any after Act (not appointed by God for : 
that purpoſe) make that which before was 
Invalid, tb becotife: 25 Valid as the Conform- 


thg/to/the fe n it felf oa | 
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can 
tutti? H E thai Py to 4o Cy and de it 
Ls: I not, to him, it is Sin, and a Continuance in 
10 Sin, can bring 10 Supernatural Benefit or Ad- 
” 18 | 
i N * 7 
r= PROPOSITION 1. 
wy I BY E RT Eſentiat Part of A Divine bert 
God! tive Inſtitution of Religion, 5 of aN 
ber Obligation and N cceſſity to us. 
ther , 
ws DEMONSTRATION. Thisis evident, 
1 | FIR ST, from the very Nature of ſuch 
LT an Inſtitution, which (by Deßnition 1.) 
i pas no intrinſic excellency, or moral Vir- 
n by tue to oblige us to obferve it till the Di- 


| for vine Command lays that neceſſity upon us ; 
ſo that nom we are oblig'd only by" Virtus 


9 of the Authority Cad which bein; 2 
xx but One, i. e. That of God, muſt necęſſuri- 
8 I reach to every Eſſential Part of- the Fnſti- | 


of tution, and thereby make them alt of” equal 


þ f Authe Irity and ally neceſſary and * ng 
to us; becauſe" alen are evem one of the _ 
j E 2 


94 44. 
7 


„ 


Nature as the Inſtitution it ſelf, (by Axio 


1.) And "4% | 
Secondly this is further evident (from 
Definition 2.) ſince we. are conſtant- 
y bound to obferve every ſuch Eſſential 
& as long as the Inſtitution it ſelf ſhall 
have any Force or Virtue. Therefore ſince 
every one of theſe Parts have but one Au- 
thority without any Inherent Virtue ſeperate 
therefrom ; and are alſo binding as long as 
the Inſtitution ſhall laſt 5 it muft needs be cer- 
tain that they are all of equal Obligation 
and Neceſſety to us. But this is ſo very 
plain at the firſt Propoſal to all Intelligent 


Perſons, that it hardly deſerves the Name of 


a Propoſition to be Demonſtrated, and there- 
fore I ſhall not looſe more time about it. 
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| HEN C E it follows, that as no Human 
Authority can diſpenſe with any Divine Poſi- 
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tive Inſtitution. (Axion 3.) ſo neither can. 
they give any Swperiority of excellency or 
neceſſity to one Eſſential Part thereof more 


than to another, becauſe they are all equally ne- 
ceſlary and obliging; and have their whole 
Force and Energy merely from the Divine 
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" * ee PINE 


WHOSOEV EA jaſtly eſteems an Act 
(ſaid to be done in purſuance of 4 Divine Poſi- 
tive Inſtitution,), to be mholly Null and Inva- 
lid for want of One Eſſential Part of that 
Inſtitution, ought alſo to \ackrowledge that 
ſuch an Act is as uch Null and Void when it 


Wants but any other One Eſſential Part of the 
bee Inftintion. n. 


DE MO N. For he can reaſonably judge 
that Act to be Invalid, only becauſe it is un- 
lawful, or contrary to the Inſtitution (Axiom 


4.) So that, the wart of that Eſſential Part 


being unlawful, te. thence concludes the In- 
validity of the Act: Now, foraſmuch as all 
the Eſſential Parts of the Inſtitution ate of 
equal Authority and Neceſſity to us (by: the 
faregoing Propoſition) it mult neceſſarily fol- 
low that the Osuiſſion of any one of them 
conſequently ſuch a Deficient Act as wants 


anyone of thoſe Eſſential Parts, being by 


him juſtly eſteemꝰ'd Invalid, ought alſo for the 
Same Reaſon to be eſteemed as much Invalid 
when he knows it to want but any ot her one 
Eſſemiel Part of the ſame Inſtitution, which 
was che thing 10 be prord. 
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b Ur NCE it unavoidably follows, that 
ther can be #0 Roß thing as n Partial” Iybuli- 
dity through the Omiion of any Eſſential 
Part of a Divine Poſitive Inſtitution;; for if 
the Act be wholly Null for want of one ſuch 
Part it muſt be alſo 2 void for the 
want of any other; by Reason of the equa! 


Aff. 
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HE who! e Frets nn n. 
hi to à Divine Poſitive: Inſtitution ix A 
a Effentsal Parte, and is convinc'd that he 

as. not ſofar: 'cotrform'd-; «can have mo - 
Grounds: 10 expech the  Siperyatural Be 
annex'd to that inſtitution till — 
His utmoſt for the obtaining of them, by en- 

'deavouring un entire Conformity to N 

Tential Part of the ſaid Inſtitution. | 

0 5 £2 


DEMON: This a land little — 


good ʒ 


Authority and 8 ity of every Eſſential 


thus _ to — the inſtitution is certainly 
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1 pod and he who knows this and does it not, 
tc him it is Sin (Axiom 6.) which if he con- 
tinues in, no Supernatural Advantage can 
Accrue to him thereby (by the ſame Axiom) 


1555 much leſs thoſe Benefits annex'd to the ob- 
ntial ſervance of the Inſtitution; and conſequent- 
or if Iy he onght to do his utmoſt for the gm 
ſuch ing of them by endeavouring, Oc. as was 


; "the to be Demonſtratet. 


TN , 4 
* * a * ** — —_— — ” — 
FE 
4 — — — — 
„ A „ W S * 
7 — 


. 8 ON: + — * bu oh . I 8. 
I 


| * y þ Wy TY 7 Ee” 
= INTE x { *. ** 


„ 


2 * 9 r 
K © ee» 2 
4 — — — — . 3 
FF 


* JG 
„ * ed 
» 8 1 pw : 
* K of IP. , 5 * 5 3 « * 
1 4 vi p A 2 e E 
$.# oY 
"i Des 
W. . 
N 1 4 i as. -þ 
k . "i 6 1 f : A * 
97 £ 929 * * 
: - 2 . ; 
1 4 L % 1 as 
i 1 
#- 
4 
"& 2 
FP , 1 
* N 
* 1 
; 
N 
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re 7 ON: ae, 
| chat ras Adwiniter d.to them, 


: "by one f in eee to 


; ight, 


or THE 


EE SY. 4 4 


07 HRISTIAN Baia i, 2 Divine 
, Poſitive Inſtitution. of our moſt Holy 


Religion, hereby tis appointed that 


; I 2 \ theApoſtles and theit Succeſſoꝛs tO theExdof | 
' þ | the World, ſhould ;{by. Virtue of 4 Particular 


$ Fr which (hriſt gave them far this pur- 1 
1 ; poſe] either themſelves in Perſogz;or, by theix 

* Subllitutes, enter, into Diſcipleſhip. or into 
the Church of .Chrifk, All Nations, * 
8 them Tn the Namerof the Father, and f 


" The "Froatadn 24 


the s Son, Ky of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. The 
Supernatural Priviledges' and Benefits Annex' d 
to this Inſtitution, are, The Pardon of Sins, 4 
The Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, And Eternal f 
Life after Peath; or as the Church of Eu- 
land words it, Being. þ Nature born in Sin ® 
* and the A 2 of rath, we are hereby * 

rade "the Children of Grace 5 Mae zaun“ 77 
"0 briſt ; C 1 _ and ITnheritors 

or. Heixs)\of, the ore, of Hagen, which 
Vi and Co kable * Nate none can 
ordinarily have any Right or Pitle to, but 
thoſe who are duly admitted to them by this 
One True 'Chrift tian B90 _—_ 


HA Tzit is a 75 tive Iyſtitutiqn is cer- 
tain from hence; 12 wing * 


at Before 
Command enjoyn'd it we were m— bound 
to obſerve it either in whole part ; 
Waſhing us ben with eter ba 1 inet 
or moral Virtue to give us any Spiritual Ad- N 
vantager, nor would it 17 had any 


ming more of 'efficaty for that purpqſe 
if we had been Ward with Wafer, 
and at the ſane es nd the Words Iz the 9] 
Name of rh Raule of the Jau ed of 1 
We Holy Got; for pt Words being ge- 
* eould "then have had no more Vir- 
We chan others: neither would it have' 1 
nißed auy thing to us whether we Rad been - 
Was either by Our tber alone; or by forne &; 
erſon 1 

were 


Feu o whether kat ocker 
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anch Man, or Onç Wer apart by 
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The | were 4 
Fonſent of the Pep Je for that end. None 


11 f theſe Things cold by any „ in 
=O Peir own Nature Have conv 

"5 $ ritual Benet. — nor could we 
$5, Have been oblig'd in a Religious Senſe to ob- 
| | erve any , one of them; becauſe the Di- 
of He Command had not enjoyn d 'em; this 
17 e e all Will acknowledge, and conſe- 
nich w_ that ed Obth gation. to receive Chre- 
i: apti ſin from them by whom it 
but 110 to be A ier d, 1s wholly foun- 
th is 8. up cen 5 Divine Capi 4 on " which 


whole Force and Energy 
F «Divine G's tive Inſtitution of 1 gion 
| Sam to Definition La Poo ks there- 
Pre the, Kanal ration Shar B 
n Parts is po other That A ere P 

ric Ay agreeable to 7 faid Be. 
_ "This being premis d, I 1 
5 to Dem ionſtrate what are M's Yentfal 
ts of this eat Tnftitutibn of , Chr 1 5 
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miniſtring, In the Name of che Farber, and 2. 


e 


every one of them Eſſential Paris of the Di- 
vine, Poſitive, Inſtitution of Chriſtian Bap- Þ 
| ogy pcs, apa 


of the Son, and of th 


j 1 o : } a 2 4 A * ; 12 4 4 4 ; L 1 10. 8 ®, } *% v , . 
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DEMO N. That the Water, and the · F r 
1 » 17 v — 2 ol _ a © 21k [44 rr | 28 * ar, 1 


of. Adminiſtration in the, Neue of the Tn. &' 
nity are Eſſential Parts of this Inſtitution, was 
never Diſputed by any but Hereticks, and 
even theſe - (except ſuch. af tb Quakers) never 


3 


. 2 


oppos'd againſt the Malers being ſo z but 
only againſt the Form, of Adminiſtration in 7 
the Name of the Trinity: I ſhall not make 
it my buſineſs, to endeavour their Cc | 
on, who. oppgſethe plain and expreſs word 
of the Inſtitution, and from whence 4% 
and Orthodax, Chriſtians Rare unapimouſly * 
22reed, to pronounce Baptiſm Na and Void. 
when Adminiſterd withgut, expreſſing h. 
Names of all the.#hree Sacred Perſonr; . be 
Su ſuch Baptims are Qirehly Againſt the | 


cau 
Inſtitution it fell. A 
TAKING it therefore for granted by 


their Convicti. 


All Sound || , 


all, who have any value for this Holy Ordi- : , 


Nance, that. the Mater and the Form of Ad- 
miniſtration in the Name of the Trinity, arc 2 


the Proof of it ; but pro 
rate that tlie Divine Auths 
en 


" * 6 _ PY 5 


of "Lay. Ea 5 15 


55 of the Adminiſtrator i is alſo an Eſſential 
Part of the ſame Inſtitution; or (which is 
1 e ſame thing) that e Divine: Authority of 

Le Adminiſtrator, is to be coriſtantly obſerv'd 
Þy us as long as the utmoſt Duration of the 
Force and Obligation of the Divine Poſitive 
Inſtitution of (I riſtian Ne "Ada; _ 
it is s fo, will be evident, 


1. rem the Geherdl Conſi aden of 
God's making the Divine Authority of the 
Ladminiftrator to be an Eſſential Part of his 
_ Poſttive Inſtitutions undes the Mo ſaic 


2. By the Beuge of our (Stig 5 not 
wo taking upon him to Miniſter in ſuch Holy 
no things, till he was particularly and externally 
AC 0 ; C * ond * that purpoſe. 


on 1 3. From the Words of lnftcurion af Chir. 
1 4 32 jan Haptiſm 1 il 1 . 


* * 4 N 


ted b | 
5.07 i 5 From the Delgn and Benefits there 


5. JF the 1 Practice. * tho 
& truly are, and of others who pretend 
to be the Lee ae a: hi Chriſtian 
Church, rs 
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465 Foour: this Dotirine te Proc; by of th : 2 
Church of oy, gs in particular. 2 : 


Firſt, 1 ay the Gen Conſi 8 of  & 
God's making the Divine Authority of the 
Adminiſtrator, to be an Eſſential Part of his 
own Poſitive Inſtitutions under the Moſaic 
Law, will goa great way towards the prov. Þ 
ing the like under the Goſpel Diſpenſation g 
becauſe the things that were then written, 
_ not written for their ſakes on- 
but alſo: for our Example (as the 
„ has told us) and as he has moſt ex- 
cellently argued almoſt throughout his whole 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews; wherein he makes the 
Compariſon between the Mofaic Law, and 
the Goſpel, and gives a vaſt preference to the 
Latter before the former, ?Tis therefore 
worthy our Conſideration that in the Law, 
none could approach the Divine Preſence in 
the Adminiſtration of his Poſitive Inſtitutes, 
but thoſe who were firſt Authorix'd by 2 
for that purpoſe; and therefore we find, that 
when Corah, . and Abiram, exceeded 
their own bounds no farther, than the Offer- 
ing of Incenſe, there was no leſs than a Mi- 
racle wrought, the very Earth was made to 
open its Mouth and fwallow them, their 
Wives and their Children, and all that they 1 
nga z and a Fire from the Lord conſum'd two | 
hundred 


— "of lh FTI : 17 
— [Hundred aud fifty Princes, Arſe with 
f the em in the fame Crime, to make them'a ſtand- 
ing Example to future Ages, that none might 
TTY furp the Authority of Adminiſtring in his 
n of Poſitive Inſtitutions rope: a Commiſſion firſt 
f the Feceiv'd from him. Nay, fo Jealous was God 
f his Of this Honour, that he ſuddenly firuck Vzze 
ofais Dead, 9 for putting forth his Hand to 
Yov. fave the Ark La he thought) | from falling 
ion; when it was ſhook ; hir Zeal was no defence 
itten, for him, God would not pardon but puniſh 
+, him for it, becauſe *twas none of his Buje- 
the "neſs to meddle in ſuch Holy things. ' So Sax! 
ex. Þ . His Plea of meceſfety for want 
hole A Prieſt, and the Danger of falling into 
s the the Hands of "tis Enemies before he had made 
and 3 17 Peace with God, had his Kingdom rent 
the from him for preſuming only to offer a Sa- 
ore Tifice himſelf, it being none but the Prieſts 
Law. Office fo to do: More Examples of this kind 
& in might be brought, but theſe I think are ſuff⸗ 
dees Bent to ſnew, that God (et ſuch a mighty value 
1 upon the Commiſion he gave to ſome Orders 
that F Mev, that he would not accept of even his 
ded Own. Appointments when they were propbam 
Fr. by nnyhallow'd uncommiſtion'd Hands: 
Mi- and what is this bat to make the Divine Come 
eto ſen to be an Eſſential Part vf ſuch Poff. 
Hei tie Inſtitntions >: inſomuch that if any 
they | Should haye' Enowingly concurr'd' th thoſe 


two 


dred 


| who nſurp t, "they cl have made thefn- 


* — 1 —_— 


ſelves 


5 


S S 


ry 4 7 YC 
an . 7% 
* 1 


ſelves partakers in the Sin, as well as the Pu- 
nichment of the Uſurpers, as we ſee was ex- * 
[4 emplify'd in the Caſe of Corah and his Com- 
pany, for no leſs than fourteen thouſand ſeven * 
hundred of them were deſtroy*d by a Plague, 
beſides the great Number of thoſe who were 
before ſwallow'd alive into the Earth, and 
burnt with Fire from the Lord: and if ſo. 
may we not juſtly infer that God is ſtill as 
Jealous of This Honour under the Goſpel, the © 
Miniſters. whereof being of ſo much greater 
Dignity, by how much the Goſpel is more 
excellent than the Law of Moſes ? It is cer- 
tain that even now in the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- * 
tion, No Man can take this Honour to himfelf | 
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but he that is called of God, as was Aaron; 
and Aaron's call was not by His great Gifts, and 
the inward DiZates of the Spirit, but by an 
ExternalCommiſſionfirſt given byGod him- 
ſelt to Moeſes,',and then by Moſes, at the 
Command of God to Aaron; But 


Secondly, The Example of our Saviour's 
not taking upon him to Miniſter. in Holy 
Nags, deen God ave Man. ll, fe was 
particularly and. ,externe{{y Kere by 


God for that purpoſe; is a further ad Vance 
towards proving that the Divine Authority 
of the Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm. is an Eſſen- 
tial Part of this Inſtitution... For, notwith- 
17 : Which 
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which was not given by Meaſure but entire- 
Hy to him; notwithſtanding his Manhood 
as inſeperably united to the Second Perſon 
of the molt glorious Trinity, whereby he 
ague, was more than ſufficiently,” nay, infinitely 
ęgiſted for ſucha purpoſe; and notwithſtanding 
the great Neceſſities, and conſequent Miſeries 
of all Mankind, which were continually want- 
ing his Undertaking to Adminiſter for them 
in things pertaining to God zyet he kept him. 
= ſelf in his Private Station for about 30 Years 
together, and never would take upon him- 


oY . ; 9 = 1 5 80 
© ſelf ſo High an Office, till he receiv'd his 
= Commiſſion and Inauguration thereinto, from 


4 the Hands of a Prophet [ Joba the Baptift 


N Covenant without a ſpecial Warrant ftons 
Dad by the Mediation of one who! was ly 


— 


_— 


who  Baptiz?d him, to fullfil this Part! 
Righteouſneſs and Fuſtice, viz. of not taking 
upon himſelf to be a Miniſter of the New 


him appointed to convey this Power and Aus 


ES 
2 

AT 

13 
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a thority to him: And then we find that God 
himſelf by the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon him in a viſible Glory, and by au un 


dible Voice from Heaven, ſaying, This ig 
Beloved: Son in whom I am well pleacdd, con- 
firm'd his great Commiſſion; and that from 
thence: forward, ( and not before.) he pro- 
ceeded in the Execution of it: From that 
time he preach'd and taught, gave his Apos 
ſtles order to Baptize and Preach; wraught 
o F | Miracles 
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Miracles himſelf, and gave others Power to 
do fo likewiſe, for the Confirmation of his 
Doctrine, G. Now, what ſhould be the 
Reaſon: of our Saviour's thus long defiſtiy 

from the performance of ſuch beneficial Offi- 
ces? Was he not ſufficiently gifted ? Yes cer- 


of Man's Spiritual Bondage call loudly for 
relief? beyond all doubt they did: Why 
then did not even Compaſſion it ſelf, the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, then perſonally among them, 
undertake their ſpeedy Reſcue? Was it be- 
cauſe his Hour was not yet come? Doubt- 
Jeſs it was not come; but why? becauſe he 
had not yet receiv'd his Commiſſion from his 
ather. So that if our Lord's Example tria 

e allow'd in this Caſe to be Concluſive, it 
is plain that not all the Gifts imaginable, not 
all the preſſing Bm es that may be pleaded, 
can ever of themſelves give ſufficient War- 
rant to Miniſter Huthoritatively, for Men, in 
things pertaining to God, when thoſe things 
are of ſuchl a Nature, as that a Commiſſion 
from him muſt be firſt obtain'd by the Perſon 
who undertakes to Adminiſter: And that 
therefore ſuch: a Perſon ought to be duly 
Commiſſion d for ſuch Adminiſtrations, Now 
that Chriſtian Baptiſm is ſuch an Inſtitution 
as 2eceſſarily requires, and conſtant ly ' ſuppoſes 
the Divine Authority of the Adminiſtrator, 
ſhall endeavour to Demonſtrate, 


tainly he was: Did not the Extream Miſeries 


ba”! 
- 20% 


. " pom nm par : 


of Lay Baptiſm. = 

+ Thirdly, From the Words of Inſtitution; 
- the and in order thereto: wilt be very well 
ing worth while to obſerve that our Saviour à tit- 
7 tle before his/Afcerian/into(Heaven, appoin- 
ted the Eleven Apoltles and them only not- 

es withſtanding the vaſt numbers of other Di- 
ciples whick he had at che fame time,) to go 
to a particular Mountain in Galilse, which he 
had told them of, (St. Mat. 28. 16) Where 
when they were aſſembl'd he came to them, 
And firſt aſſerted his om Power and Authority 
Wherewith he was Inveſted, to Authorize and 
= Commiſſion them for the Great Office he was 
then going to confer on them, ſaying, 4% 
ower is gruen unto me in Heaven and in 
Earth, ver. 18. Whereby he ſufficiently aſſu- 
rd them, that they might reſt ſecure and 
ſatisfy d, that The Commilſzon he was going to 
give them was of full Foree and Virtue, and 
ſufficiently Valid to empower them to Act for 
the future according to the Contents theteot : 
and indeed the Great Things he was about to 
Authorize them to do, were of ſo uncommon 
a Nature, and of ſuch vaſt! Conſequence to 
Mankind, that they might very well have 
doubted even of the ſafficievey of their Com- 
miffton, if our Lord had not thus fix'd their 


4 Faith in his Power and Authority to give it 
3 mem: when therfore he had thus prepar'd 
their Minds, he then proceeds to give them 
_ | K 14. 8 JJ N | F 2 | | 


This. 
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This Commiſſion as the Conſequent of that 
Power which was given him over all things; 
ſaying, Go pe therkoꝛe and Teach (or rather) 

Diſciple All Mattons, Baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Don, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, reaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I havecommanded you; 
And lo Jam with vou alway;even unto the 
end of the Yogld Theſe are the Words of In- 
{titution of Baptiſm, wherein 'tis clear at firſt 
fight that the Eleven Apoſtles were the peculiar 
Perſons to whom the Authority of Baptizing 
was committed [Go e] and not only they, but 


9 '&. +> 14 


not poſſibly be meant of their particular 
Per ſous which were not to live to the end of 
the World, and therfore it muſt ſignify the 
Apoſiles in another Senſe, viz. thoſe whom 
they and their Succeſſoꝛs ſhould Appoint 
throughout all Ages. 1 8 
580 that by the Words of Inſtitution a- 

bove recited, it plainly appears, that as long 
as the World ſhall laſt The; Apoſtles and their 
Szcceſfſors are the Perfons Commiſſion'd to Di- 
Ciple the Nations Baptizirg. them; and here- 
by tis neceſſarily imply'd that as often as this 
Ore Baptiſm is perform d ſo oſten tis done by 
One who has this Commiſſion given to him; 
| "i _ otherwiſe 


i. 
— 
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Terwis the Promiſe of being with ſuch 
Commiſſiond Perſons tothe end of the World, 
Fould be of 10 neceſſity: And if it were not 
* Heſß ren'd by the Inſtitution, that Baptizing 
ſhould be Serforafa to the end of the World 
by 2 Succeſſor of the Apoſtles or his Subſti- 
Ste; it might for the very ſame Reaſon be 
aid that teaching was not 426 gn'd to be by 


a ſuch a Succeſſor to the end of the World, and 
har ſo the whole Commiſſion would be but Tempo- 
ing "ary and conſequentlvthe Miniſters of Chriſt, 


but * nl Baptizing and Teaching would be but 
Temporary; and Chriſt's Promiſe of being 
b n his Apoſtles in theſe their Miniſtrations 
tc tlie end of the World would have been 


IVI. 1 
a. | made without any deſign of fulfilling it, 
Jax which is a Contraclickion; and therfore as 


of long as the World ſhall laſt, there muſt be 
Baptizing and as long as there ſhall be Bap- 


Ho /tizing, there muſt be ſuch-a' One to perform 
ur it, as Chriſt has promis'd to be with, viz. 4 
| *Sncceſſor to the Apoſtles or his Subſtituts, to 
a che utmoſt bounds of that Duration. 


„ ir further appear from the Na- 
5 ture of a Commiſſion, which is excluſive” of 
all others, but thoſe to whom it is given; 


4 1 5 for tis well known that when à Prince gives 
' a 4 Commiſſion to any of his Subjects for the 


„ eexecuting of ſome great Office, it is with de- 
4 1 ſign to appropriate that Office to that partĩcu- 
1 lar ar Subject, that none may act in it but he, 
F 3 F 3 and 
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and thoſe whom he ſhall Authorize : So here 
The Commiſſon of. Baptizing, &c. given by 
our Saviour to his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors 7 
to.the end of: the Shs is excluſive of all 
others, and conſequently none can act there- 
in but ſuch as they ſhall Authorize for that 
purpoſe ; and therfore it neceſſarily follows 
that the Adiniſtrator of Baptiſm mult have 
the Divine Commiſſion or Authority, before 
he preſume to Act in this ſo Appropriate an 
Office and Miniſtrat ion. 1 
BUT the Form of Adminiſtring Baptiſm 
(in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt) being Effential, for 
eueu the Validity thereof, is an Invincible Ar- 
gument for the Divine Authority of the Adl- 
miniſtrator,, that it ſhould be alſo an Eſſen- 
2 Part of this Inftitution, becauſe, as of- 
ten as any one Adminiſters Baptiſm truly and 
really in the Name of the Trinity, ſo often 
he expreſly affirms, and that truly too, that 
he does it by Virtue of that Power and Au- 
thority which he receiv'd from the Trinity 
for ſo doing: This will be evident beyond 
Contradiction, when we impartially Enquire 
into the juſt Meaning and common Accepta- 
tion of the Expreflion ¶ In the Name of] when 
us d by one who Acts for another; which we 
ſhall conſtantly find ſignifies, that he wo 
comes, and does any thing in anothers Name, 
do's it by his Power and Authority who 5 9 


„ Der him. Thus Bleſed be he that cometh inthe 
Ven b = Name of the Lord, (fal. 118. 26.9 is the 

7 ſame as Bleſſed he he whom the Lord hath 
Sent, or who comes with the Authority and 
7 Commiſſion which the Lord hath given him, 
9 1 ” 

7 So © When Davids young Men came, they ſpake 


hat 7 © to Nabal according to all thofe words, in the 
lows ® 7 . K 
| have 4 Name of David 5 (1 Sam. 25. 9.0 11S no more 
fore than if it had been ſaid, they ſpake to Nabat 
ang 1 according to all thoſe Words, and made uſe 


of Davids Name to let Nabal know that he 
Sent them. Thus again, Haggai the Propbes, 
7 * &e. propheſied unto the Jews, in the Nau 
E the God of Iſrael, (Ezra 5, 1.) What is 
this but to ſay that Haggas propheſied what 
> God had Sent and Order'd him to Propheſy 
to em. When our Saviour ſays, * { an come 
* in my Fathers Name (John 5. 43.) He plain- 
ly declares that he was Sent by his Father, or 
came by his particular Appointment. And 
Laſtly, (To Name no more Texts to this 
'; purpoſe) when our Pleſſed Lord affirms, "The 

Warks that I do in my Fathers Name they 
bear Witneſs of me (John 10. 25.) he in 
1 Terms aſſerts, that he did thoſe Works 
by Virtue of that Power and Authority Whidtr 


he had receiv'd from his Father. So when a 
5 5 declares that he Acts in the Name 
of his Prince, every gone immediately un- 
derſtands thereby that he Acts by the Authe- = 
rity: which he receiv'd from lum; but this is 

hn | G7! too 
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too plain to want more Examples; and 
ther fore we may juſtly conclude that every 
time the Miniſter ſays, I Baptize thee in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, it is the ſame as to ſay, 

Baptize thee by Virtue of that Authority and 
Commiſſion which I have receivd from the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore when he Baptizes a Perſon, and 
pronounces the Words, In the Name of the 
Father, &c, if he be one who is zof veſted 
with the Divine Authority, he cannot be 
truly ſaid to Baptize in the Name of the 
Trinity, for *tis a perfect Contracliction to ſay 


another, when really it is not done in his 
Nume, or by his Authority and Commiſſion, 
which is the only intelligible way of doing 
fomething in another's Name. 

"THUS we fee how our Lord has inſeper- 
ably United the Divine Authority of the Ad- 
niniſtrator, with the truth and reality of the 
Form of Adminiſtration, inſomuch, That the 
Form it ſelf is no further true, as to the de- 
ſign thereof, than as it is attended with the 
Truth and Reality of the Divine Commiſſion 
given to him who Adminiſters; ſo that 
whenſoever this Form is truely us'd according 
to the Intent of this Inſtitution, the Divine 
Authority and Commiſſion of him who Ad- 
T miniſters 


= 


ſuch a thing is truly done in the Name of 


— rt— > , 


the [AND really if we examine into all the 
2 7 Divine Poſitive Inſtitutions that ever were 
Y, 

and 


the miniſtrator, nor attended with ſuch à So- 
and [nz Form of Aſſerting and Declaring his, 
and Authority every time of Adminiſtration, as 


Chriſtian Baptiſm ; and Tn the Di- 
vine Authority of the Admini 


+ BU T here I expe& ſome will tell me, 


re his t lat I lay too much ſtreſs upon the Form of 
ſſon, Mdminiſtring Baptiſm, In the Name of the 
Ing Trinity; becauſe in the Greek it is ſaid, Go 


J &c. Baptizing them Into the Name (in- 
per- fad of 1» the Name) of the Father, Gee. 
and tho' In the Name ſignifies by the Aut ho- 


the / and Commiſſion of the Trinity, yet Into 
the ie Name do's not ſignify So, but rather in- 
de- i the Belief and Service of the Trinity; 
the Which do's not imply ſo neceſſarily the Di- 
on Wie Authority of the Adminiſtrator as I 
that n er 


TO whom I Anſwer, that tho” the Greet 
ine 's fignilie Into the Nane, yet it do's not 
ad- herfore follow that this is the Ouly Senſe 
ters F the Word in the Original Language 
„ wherein 
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wherein St. Mathew wrote his Goſpel, which 
the beſt Criticks affirm was Hebrew, or 
Syro-Chaldaick, the Language of the Jews 
in our Saviour s time, Whereof the Greek | 
is but a Tranſlation. Tis certain that the 
Univerſal Church of Chriſt has in all Ages 
retain*d and conſtantly practis d the Form Ia 
the Name of the Trinity; and all Antient 
and Modern Tranſlations from the Greek ii 
it ſelf, have inſerted in the Text of the Inſti- 
tution, I the Name, rather than into the * 
Name ; which plainly intimates that the For- 
mer is the moſt Genuin Senſe of St. Mathew : 
Original Word; and conſequently, ſufficient - 
ly Authorizes me to lay ſo great a ſtreſs up 
on the uſnal Form of Adminiſtring Baptiſm 
In the Name of the Trinity, which neceſſari- 
ly ſuppoſes the Adminiſtrator thereof to be 
Veſted with the Divine Power and Commiſ 
fion. Dr. Hammond in his Practical Catech 
Lib. 6. S. 2. mentions the Greek into th. 
Nutue,] but then he applies it only to the Par 
of the Perſon Baptized, and ſays, that i? 
hgnifics, © That he devotes and delivers bin. 3 
© felf up to be ruled as an obedient $ e. 
© want, by the Directions of this great M. 
* fter, 4 willing Diſcip le of 2 Bed Tri. 
nity But this is * to our preſen 
purpoſe, which is only 19 85 enquire, What thy 
Form of Adminiſtration Penis On the Mi 
nilters Part; and this the ſame Author tel! 
uy 


29 
in the forecited place, viz. * That the 


of Lay Baptiſm. 
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© Words [] Baptize thee in the Name of the 
reel 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
WI boſt] being preſcrib'd by Chriſt to his Di- 
ul A C5 $ e rp les (7 EL. Ap oſt [ es) ſt 7ndiſpenſt bly b 1 
MA © by all in the Admini ſtration, and the mean- 
* Bent ing of them on the Miniſters Part, 16, that 
Greet i; what he does, he do's not of himſelf, but in 
he Inſti the Namie or Power of, or by Commiſſion from 


into the 
the For- 
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treſs up. 
Baptiſm 

eceſlari-* 
of to be 
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ep! de Purpoſe. But this Truth will be further con- 


rm'd by the Arguments that may be drawn. 
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reat | Mt "= 


fed Tri 3 * N 
nr , Fourthly, ken the Deſyp and Hef of 
Fat UhCtriſtian Baptiſin, For by the Words of 
cher Maſtitotion *tis plain that the, Deſign chereof | 
thor tel Ys ro Die all Nations, t. Mr. Joe 
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which 1s the ſame thing, to enter them into #h 
the Church of Chriſt, which in ſeveral Pla-. 
ces of Sacred Scripture is called the Kingdom ® 
of God, and the Kingdom of Heaven: Now W 
tis evident to whom our Saviour gave the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, viz, to þ 
7 Apoſtles, and in them to their Fucceſſorr, Mx 
and conſequently that he gave to them and WM 
thoſe whom they ſhould Authorize the Pow- 
er of admitting Perſons into the Church by 
Baptiſm, which is the ] Rite of Initiation 
into this Sacred Society. 
ONE of the great Priviledges of True ws 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, is, that it is for the For- 
giveneſs of Sins; and it may be juſtly ask d, he 
Who can forgive Sins but God only? and if 
none can, then certainly no Man muſt aſſume 
to himfelf the Power of Conveying this For- 
giveneſs of Sins to others by the Means of N 
Baptiſm. except he be endow'd for that pur- 
poſe with Power from on High, even from 
God himſelf; but we know to whom our 
Lord gave this Authority, when he laid, 19þ 

* Whoſe ſaever Sins ye remit, they are re- 
mmitted unto them, and therefore they only, a 
and ſuch as they appoint, can Mediately re- 
mit Sins by Chriſtian Baptiſm. 

ANOTHER great Priviledge of Bay- 1 
=” in is, that thoſe who receive it are thereby in- 
ng 'd to all the unſpeakable omit of | 

ree Denizens of Heaven, notwithſta ndi 1 of 

at | 
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of Lay Baptiſme. — pe 31 


—— 


into that before they were Aliens and Strangers, 
Pla. pd therefore had no Claim, nor any Right 


gdom Title to this Freedom: Now let any Man + 
Now Mit ſeriouſly reflect how unreaſonable *twould 


for a Stranger and Foreigner in any State 
- to Kingdom, to imagine that every, even Na- 
eſſors, ral Subject there, could have Authority to 

nd Hunt him a Valid Naturalization, and there- 
OW. By endow him with all the Rights and Im- 
ch by nities which the Free Born Subjects of that 
ation Ste or Kingdom do enjoy; would it not be 
Hhediculous for him to accept (knowingly). of 
True Wh a pretended Naturalization ? and if he 
For- Would ; can it be thought reaſonable, that 


ask d, M ſhould enjoy all the Advantages annex'd 
and if Ma True and Lawful Naturalization, to be 


Aume Hfeiv d from the Hands of thoſe only who 
For- Authoriz d for that purpoſe? certainly 
17 of 5 never a well Regulated State or King: 
t pur- Un in the World that has Laws for Natura- 


from Ming Strangers would allow it; and ſhall it 
n dum n be once thought, that every Sig, of 
\ ſaid, mean a Station ſoever he be in this Spi- 


s bs. 7 
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Wal Kingdom of God, can have Authori- 
0 Intitle Stranger to all the Supernatu- 


Advantages which are conſequent tos a 
el amd Valid Naturalizatiun. | 
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Bap- ND indeed all the Benefits and Privi- 


es of True Chriſtian Baptiſm are / great 
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ing Mit them, let it ſuffice, to ſay, that 7+ is a 
* | 1 | * * „ * 
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Sign, a Seal. a means of Conveyance, and : 
Pledge to aſſure us of theſe Supernatural Ad 
vantages, viz. of being Incorporated inte 4 
the Honſhold, and thereby made Members o 
Chriſt, Children of God, and Heirs of th 
Kingdom of Heaven, and of all the the un Dj 
ſpeakable Happineſſes thereof, which EY 
hath not'ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hav 
enter'd into the Heart of Man to Conceive 1 
NOW if any reaſonable unprejudic 
Man will but duly reflect on theſe ſo inco 
ceiveable and ineltimable Pri viledges, *twilh® 
be very difficult, nay, I may ſay, ;»»poſſii@ſh 
for him to believe that God, who is the G 
of Order, and not of Confuſion, will beſtogll 
them by the Mediation of thoſe: to who 
he has given no Authority for that Purpolh 
Eſpecially when he remembers that God lilly 
ſet apart a Peculiar Order of Men to be Dep; 
Stewards of his M. [yſteries, and te whom 8 
has giv'n the Poel of the Keys, where 
to admit into and exclude out df his Spe 
tual Kingdom as the Sacred Scriptare on 
ſufficiently inform us: Theſe' Men he 
dignify'd with extraordinary marks and ſighs 
Characters of Honour, and ſeparated t 101 it 
Om the reſt of Mankind; that they mil 1 
epreſent his Sacred Preſence among us, 
that we might have' a ſtrong Confidence þ 8 
well- grounded Aſſurance of their Dit 
op c0n,-and of our own — = ol 
adm 
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Initted through! Baptiſm into 5 the Number 
d Priviledges of his Children by their 
borix Miniſtrati 15 for which Read 
ers 0 ded to thoſe oth 1 have brought under 
f th Mis xth Head, we may truly ſay, That the 
he un BY Feine Authority” of him who' Adminiſters 
h Ey Wptifh is an Eſſential part of that Holy In- 
r hav Mfution. But this is confirm'd alſo | 
celve. WW 311 

Judic Ang By the conftant practice of Wo 
inco o truly are, and of others who pretend to 


5 the Lawful Miniſters of the Chriſtian 


1 HF Lawful Minifters in all Ages have 
Wind the Authority of Baptizing, even 
n the time of our Saviour firſt giving the 
Inmmiſſion to his Eleven Apoſtles unto this 
Bay : and for this very Reaſon, becauſe they 
o ;'be D Mid their Miniſterial Power and Autho- 

from Chrift.; but if the Divine Au- 
Writy of the Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm 
We not. an Effential Part of that Inſtitati- 
ws their Claim would have been unjuſt 
Vn founded upon their Divine Right, and 
| + ery Man would have had as much Au- 
teck tri "of to Baptize as they: but foraſmuch as 


hd S 
1 Ad. 
inte 


hey mill were never accus d of Injuſtice for mak 
18 64 is bis Claim, (except by ſuch Wretches as 
fidence Author of the Rights, &c. who would - 
cir” Di ound all Order in the Chriſtian Church ʒ) 
fs in bi fince all Sober Chriſtians who Vom 


their 
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their Duty never laid Claim to this Authori 4 
ty; it neceſſarily follows that the Lawtfu| * 
Miniſters Claim is good, and conſequent] 
chat the Divine Authority of him who Ad 
miniſters is an Eſſential Part, of Baptiſm. E 
As for thoſe who pretend to be, but an 
not the Lawful Miniſters of Chriſt; tis wel. F ; 
known that they plead for the Authority « is 
Baptizing upon this very ſcore that — 
eem their Miniſterial Commiſſion to be « 1 
Drone Right; and therefore will never ſuffe 
their Common People to Adminiſter Baptiſm N 
from whence it follows that they alſo zz pra * 
tice confirm this Aſſertion of the Divine Al 
thority of the Adminiſtrator, of - Baptiſm 
otherwiſe their claiming. the Power of Bay 
tizing, by Virtue of the: (7 1ppos'd Divi 
Right of their Miſſion would be à meer fo 
lery, and indeed a Contradictio. 
80 that the Lawful Miniſter's claimig 
the Authority of Baptizing, becauſe his M. 
ſion is truly of Divine Right; and thounlawl . 
ful Miniſter” s Claiming the ſame. Authpriſ 
becauſe he efteemss his Miſſion allo, to be 1 
Divine Right, do both conſpire by the 
Practice to Confirm this Truth, that the! 8 
vine Authority of the Adminiſtrator of B. 
tiſm is an Eſſential Part of that Holy toll 
ution ; th and this ! 15 not a little Coroboratel 
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Sixthly and Laſtly, From the Doctrine and 
Practice of the Church of England. _ 
For in her 23d Article of Religion, ſhe 
n. affirms That it is not Lawful for any Man 
; but an to take upon him the, Office of Miniſtring 
tis wel © the Sacraments, &c. before he be on 
ority. 0 # © ,APd and ſent to execute the ſame. Now 
at the) # what can this Article mean by [it is not Law- 
to be # ful ?] Certainly nothing elfe but that it zs 
er ſuffe Sinful or Contrary to the Divine Law in the 
aptiſm Holy Scripture, for ſhe is not treating of Ci- 
pre vil, but Spiritual things: But againſt what 
Ne ALY Law in the Sacred Scriptures is this a Sin? 
aptiſa ſurely againſt ht Law which treats of theſe 
of ; Bar | Sacraments, . and this Law is principally in the 

Dvin Inſtitution of them; ſo that the plain mean- 
cer fon ing of this Article muſt be, that it is con- 
" trary to the very Inſtitution of the Sacraments 

for any Mau to take upon him the Office 

* of Adminiſtring them, before he be. Law- 

fully calPd and ſent to execute the ſame. 

AND in her 26th Article ſhe teaches that 

the Adminiſtrators of the Sacraments do 
_ © not Miniſter in their own Name but in 
— <©f Chriſts, and by his Commiſion and Autho- 

1 Ind r 1 ; 
Shy | AND leaft every One who has acquir'd 
(tho' not juſtly) the Reputation of being 
ſuch a Lawful Miniſter, ſhould fancy himſelf 
to have Chris Commiſſion ; becauſe the 

(; 


People | 
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People made choice of him, and ſome others 
of higher Rank among .them, took upon 


them to Ordain him; Seperate from, and In- 


dependent of the Biſhop. 


In the Preface to her Form and Manner of 
Making, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, ſhe tells us 
thus, It is evident unto all Men diligently 
1 reading Holy Scripture, and Antient No 

* thors, that from the Apoſtles time ther have 
been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 
* Church; Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, 

„which Offices were evermore had in ſuch 
Reverend Eſtimation, that 20 Man might 

* preſume to execute ary of them, except 


* he =-— by Publick Prayer, with Impo- 


* fition of Hands, were approv'd, and ad- 
© mitted thereunto by Lamful Authority [And 

what ſhe means by this Lawful Anthority is 
plain by the words immediately following] 
And Therefore, &c. No Man ſhall be ac- 


Prieſt, or Deacon, in the Church of Erg- 
land, or ſuffer'd to execute any of the 

ſaid Functions, except he be call'd, Gc. 
thereunto, according to the Form hereafter 


pal Comecration, oꝛ Oꝛdination; where- 
by ſhe confines the Lawful Authority, ſo evi- 


dentiy to Epiſcopacy ; that a Man muſt be 
wilfully Dil: ad * ho dares to deny it. 


„ 


ALL 


counted, or taken to be a Lawful Biſhop, 


|; following, oꝛ Hath had fozmerly Epiſco- 


— 3 — 
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ALL which put together, ſufficiently prove 


that by the Doctrine of this Church, the Di- 
vine Authority of the Adminiſtrator of 
Chriſtian Sacraments, is an Eſſential Part of 
their Inſtitution; and conſequently that the 
a Divine Authority of the Adminiſtrator of 
Baptiſm (which is one of thoſe Sacraments) 


muſt be alſo an Effential Part of that Holy 


Inſtitution. 


$ O likewiſe by her Practice ſhe confirms 


this Truth; for in her Office of Ordering of 
Prieſts, the Biſhop ſays to the Prieſt - Re- 


* ceive the Holy Ghoſt for the Office and 
Work of 4 Prieft in the Church of God 
nom committed unto thee by the Impoſition of 

* our Hands. Whoſe Sins thou doſt Forgive, 
they are Forgiven ; and whoſe Sins thou 
* doſt retain, they are retained. And be 
thou a faithſul Diſ penſer of the Word of 
God, and of his Holy Sacraments ; In the 
* Name of the Father, Nan of the Son, and 
* of the Holy Ghoſt. Ame. and delivering 
to the Prieſt kneeling, the Bible into his 
Hand, the Biſhop adds Take thou Authority 
% Preach the Word of Gad and to 1 1 
the Holy Sacraments. By all which *tis plain 
that ſhe reckons the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments to be Eſſential to the Office of the 
Prieſt, and that he muſt have Commiſſion 
even from the Holy Trinity, by the Media 
tion of. the Biſhop, convey'd to him, t 
1 Qualifie 
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Qualifie and Authorize him to AdminiſterÞ hi 
the ſame. And in Conformity to this her 
Rule of Practice, when any Perſon, tho 
formerly a Teacher, and one who has aſſum'd 
to himſelf before, the Power of Bapti zin 


and Adminiſtring the Lord's Supper, not. A 
withſtanding his having continu d even in the 
Tolerated Practice of theſe Uſurpations foi t 
many Tears together, nay, tho' choſen there. b 


to by the Conſent of the People who ſubmit - 
ted to and acknowledg'd all ſuch his Mini-. 
ſtrations to be Valid and Good, when ſuch} ! 
a Man I ſay forſakes his Hereffes, or Schi ur, 
and returns, or defires to be United to her 
Communion, and to be reckon'd in the num: 
ber, and to have Licenſe to act as one of her 
Lawful Minifters, ſhe will not allow him 
ſuch a Licenſe, he muſt be receiv'd only to 
Lay Communion, if he was never before Di- 
vinely Authoriz d by impoſition of Epi ſcopal 
Hande, and now refuſes to accept ſuch Catho- 
lick Ordination: She thereby declares that he] 
wants the Divine Commiſſion to act in ſuch 
Holy Miniſtrations, and that ſhe will not 
acquieſce with his former Uſurpations, he 
muſt diſclaim and renounce them now, if in 
her Communion he would be allow'd to Off 
ciate in the Word and Sacraments, as the relt 
of her Miniſters do. But why all this, if his 
*Power and Authority had been ſufficient be- 
ore, for the Purpoſes of the Holy Sacra- 

| ments: 
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ments? if his Commiſſion was good then, 
'tis ſo now, and 'tis needleſs to Re- ordain 
him; but if it was Invalid, ſhe acts conſi- 
ſtent with her ſelf in refuſing to admit him 
among her Miniſters, to whom alone ſhe gives 
Authority for theſe great purpoſes. And real- 
ly it ought not to be diſſembl'd, that if ſuch 
{ Man's Adminiſtrations of the Sacraments 
were before agreeable to, and not breaches of 
their Inſtitution, His Miniſtry before was al- 
ſo Valid, and therefore *twould be even un- 
juſt to require him to take up a em Com- 
miſſion, and from another ſort of Authority 
than what he had receiv'd it from at firſt; 
becauſe the Deſign of hand ing down Chriſt's 
Commiſſion to Miniſters, in all Ages, is, 
that there may be conſtantly ſuch Perſons to 
Adminiſter the Holy Sacraments, as he in the 
firſt Inſtitution of thoſe Sacraments did re- 
quire : but foraſmuch as the Church of Exg- 
land requires ſuch Perſons, as above mention d, 
to receive the Divine Authority which ſhe 
reckons they wanted before, to qualify them 
for the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, tis plain 
that this her Practice diſcourages us to hope, 
that without the Divine Authority they are 
qualify'd for ſuch Miniſtrations; and conſe- 
quently confirms us in this, that the Divine 
Commiſſion of the Adminiſtrator is an Eſſen- 
tial Part of the Inſtitution of a Sacrament. 
Nay, ſo very Cautious is ſhe, not to allow 
6 G3 „ 
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AND now to ſumm up all that has been 


the contrary, that he. Ale not ſo much a 
any exception for Caſes of Abſolute Nece(ſr! 75 
no not tho? an Unbaptiz'd Perſon were giv. 
ing up the Ghoſt, ſhe has not declar'd that 
any one may Baptiſe him but the Mini ſter a 


the Pariſh, or in his Abſence any other Lam. 5 
ful Miniſter that can be procur'd ; as in hel 5 
Office for private Baptiſzr, which is the 'onlyÞ 5 
Office ſhe has provided for Cafes of Neccfſi- - 


ty: and what ſhe means in the Rubrick there-F 
of, by Lawful Miniſter, is eafily detemin'd by! / 
her 28th Article of Religion, viz. One who 1 
6) * Miniſters i in Chriſt's Name, and by his C 011-C 

* wiſſton and Authority. 


bh under theſe Six Heads, 


F ORASMU CH as God under the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation, which was but the fore- 
runner of the Chriſtian, made the Divine Au- 

- tfority of the Adminiitrator, an Eſſential Part 
of his then Poſitive Inſtitutions, inſomuch as 
not to accept of the performance of the /at- 
ter without the farmer. Poraſmuch as Chriſt 

_ himſelf, notwithſtanding his own Perſonal 
| Excellencies and PerfeFions, and the preſſing 
Neceſſities of the whole World, which ſtood 
in need of his Miniſtrations, would not leave 
his private Station to take upon him ſo great | 
an Office till n Authoriz d by the Divine 

External 


„ 
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External Commiſſion: Foraſmuch as in the 
Words of the Inſtitution of, Baptiſm, our 
Lord Commiſſion'd v other than his Eleven 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors and Subſtitutes 
to Baptize to the End of the World: foraſ- 


mach as their Commiſſion {as all others are) 
is Excluſive of all, but thoſe to whom twas 
given ; and the very Form of Adminiſtration 


of Baptiſm, in the Name, or by the Authori- 
ty of the Trinity requires, and neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes and implies the Divine Authority of 


| him who Adminiſters : foraſmuch as the Be- 


nefits of Baptiſm are ſo great and Superna⸗ 
tural, that none can give or covey them by 
Baptiſm, but ſach as God has appointed : for- 
aſmuch as all who call themſelves the Di- 
vinely Authoriz d Miniſters of the Chriſtian 
Church, have in all Ages claim'd the Power 
of Baptizing upon the Account of their Di- 
vine Commiſſion : and laſtly, 'Foraſmuch as 
the Church of England by her Doctrine and 
PraFice, gives ſufficient ground to believe 
that none can Adminiſter Sacraments bat 
thoſe who are Divinely Authoriz'd for that 
purpoſe, and that to pretend to do ſo, is con- 
trary even to the very Inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Sacraments - ſeeing all theſe premi- 
ſes are true, and not to be deny'd, without 
running into unavoidable Inconſiſtencies and 
Contradictions, it muſt neceſſarily be granted 
that the Divine Authority of the Adminiſtra- 
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tor of Baptiſm is an Eſſential Part of that 
Holy Inſtitution, to be obſerv'd as often and 
as long as Baptiſm ſhall be neceſſary to be 
Adminiſter'd evez to the End of the World. 


PROPOS 


9 H A T every Edential Part of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm; (viz. The Divine Authority of the 


Adminiſtrator, The Mater and the Form of 
Adminiſtration in the Name of the Trinity) 
is of equal Obligation and Neceſſity to us. 


DEMON. This will follow from the firſt 
Propoſition of the Introduction; which | 
ſhall apply to this Divine Poſitive Inſtitution : 
for the very Nature of this Inſtitution 1s ſuch 
that it had no 1[trinſick Excellency or Moral 
Virtne, either in the Perſon Baptizing, or in 
the Water, or in the Form of Words where- 
with Baptiſm is given, to bind or oblige us 
to obſerve the ſame, till the Divine Com- 


mand laid that Neceſſity upon us, as indeed 


we find it did; ſo that now we are oblig'd to 
obſerve this Inſtitution purely and only by 
. Virtue of this Divine Command, which, for- 
aſmuch as it extends it ſelf to every ore © 
the ſaid Eſſential Parts therof (as has been 
prov'd in the preceeding Propoſition, where- 
in *twas Demonſtrated, That the Divine Authe- 
10] OS nt) 


a 


of Leg Bapriſon — 


df that rity of the Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm „ is. 


ten and] Eſſential Part therof as well as the Water 
to he] and the Form) will make them all of equal 


orld, 


Form of 
rinity ) 
0 US, 


he firſt 
hich | 
ution 
is ſuch 


Moral 
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Authority, and conſequently of equal Neceſ- 
ſity and Obligation to us, becauſe the Divine 


Authority of the Adminiſtrator, the Water, 
and the Form of Adminiſtration are every 
_ Þ one of them diſtinctly of the ſame Nature 
hriſtianſ 
of the! 


(i. e. but meer Poſitive Inſtitutes) as the whole 
Inſtitution it ſelf, And again, being all Eſ- 
ſential Parts [or ſuch as are conſtantly to be 


ob ſervꝰ'd as long as the Ordinance of Bavtiſm 
hall be obliging] tis evident that for the 


ſame Reaſon as one part may be omitted, 
another may be ſo likewiſe, and conſequent- 
ly that every one of them is upon all Accounts 
whatſoever, of equal Obligation and Neceſſi- 
ty to us. E N 


COROLARTY. 


HENCE it follows that as no Humane 
Authority can Diſpenſe with the whole In- 
ſtitution of Baptiſm, where *tis binding and 


obliging (Axiom 3.) ſo neither can they 


Diſpenſe with the Omiflion of either 
Water, or the Form of Adminiſtration, in 
the Name of the Trinity, or the Divine Miſ- 
fron of him who Adminiſters : Nor can any þ 
ſuch Authority determine that one of theſe 

CY _ Eſſential 
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Eſſential Parts of the Adminiſtration © 
Baptiſm, is more excellent than another, he. 
cauſe they have every one diſtinctly, the ſame 
Authority Commanding, from which alone 
they receive their whole Force and Efficacy, 
and are ozly by Virtue of that one Authority, | 
made equally neceſſary and binding to us. 


PROPOSL III. 


WHOSOEVER affirms Baptiſm to be 
wholly Null and Invalid, by reaſon of the 
Omiiſion either of Water, or of the Form of 
Adminiſtring in the Name of the Trinity: 
Ought alſo for the ſame Reaſon to acknow- 
ledge that Baptiſm 7s as much Null and In- 
valid when it wants only the Divine Authori- 
ty or Commiſſion of the Adminiſtrator, 


DEMON. This will follow from the 
ſecond Propoſition of the Introduction, 


FOR the oy Reaſon why the Omiſſior 
of either Water, or the Form, makes ſuch a 
Baptiſm Void, muſt be becauſe ſuch Omiſſion 
is Uzlawful or Contrary to the Inſtitution of 
Baptiſm (Axiom 4.) So that he muſt affirm 
ſuch Baptiſm Null, becauſe *tis Adminiſter d 
either with ſuch Matter or Form as the Inſti- 
tution has not appointed; or becauſe tis 72 


the 


— 
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Adminiſter'd with ſuch Matter or Form as 
the Inſtitution requires; Now foraſmuch as 
Chriſt, who appointed the Water and the 
Form, appointed alſo the Perſon who ſhould 
Adminiſter both the one and the other, and 
ſince the Divine Authority of this Admini- 
ſtrator is an Eſſential Part, and as much 
obliging and neceſſary as thoſe two other 
Eſſential Parts of the Inſtitution (bz the xft 
and 2d Propoſitions) it mult Nel fol- 
low that the want of Divine Authority in 
him who Adminiſters, is equally a Breach 2 
or contrary to the ſaid Inſtitution; z and 
therefore if the want of Water, or the Form, 
makes any Baptiſm to be wholly Null and 
Void, becauſe contrary to the Inſtitution ; 
the want alſo of only the Divine Commiſli- 
on in the Adminiſtrator, muſt for the ſame 
Reaſon make that Baptiſm ſo Miniſter'd to be 
wholly Invalid and of no effect, being equally 
contrary to the ſame Inſtitution : and con- 


' ſequently whoſoever affirms Baptiſm to be 
_ wholly Null and Invalid, by reaſon of the 


Omiſſion either of Water or the Form, ought 
alſo for the ſame Reaſor to acknowledge that 
Baptiſm 7s as much Null and Irvalid when it 
wants only the Divine Among, 75 Commiſ- 
f ion of the Admiriltrator, * * 


CORO- 


e validity | 


COROLARY. ||; 


FROM this Propoſition it undoubtedly 
follows that the Invalidity of ſuch Baptiſms Þ c 
as are Adminiſter'd by nnauthoriz'd Perſons, | 


h t. 
cannot be partial, but entire; for if Baptiſm 2 
be wholly void for want of Water, or the f 
Form of Adminiſtring in the Name of the 
Trinity, as the whole Church of Chriſt have 


conſtantly and with great Reaſon affirm'd; it 
muſt be alſo (by this laſt Propoſition) as 
entirely (and conſequently not partially) In- 
valid, for want of ozly the Divine Miſſion of 
the Adminiſtrator ; and all this by reaſon of 
the equal Authority and Neceſſity of every one 
of theſe Eſſential Parts. : 

I mention this, | that there cannot be any 
partial Invalidity, but it muſt be whole and 
entire] becauſe I have heard from ſome, that 

the want of the Divine Miſſion of the Ad- 
miniſtrator of Baptiſm, makes ſuch a Bap- 
tiſm but partially Invalid; and that provi- 
ded the Perſon is Baptized by ſuch a one, 
Vith Water, and the pronouncing of [In the 
Nane of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
e Holy Ghoſt;] Impoſition of the Biſhop's 
Hand is ſufficient to ſupply the other defect; 
and conſequently to make ſuch Baptiſm as 
Valid, as it would have been, if Admini- 

ſter'd 
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ſter d by one Divinely Anuthoriz/d , that is, 
wholly and entirely Valid : but that this can- 
not be, is evident by the above-mention'd 
Corolary, wherein ?tis plainly Demonſtrated 


that if in this Caſe there be any Invalidity at 


all, it cannot be partial but entire: and as 


for the virtue of ſuch Impoſition of Hands, 


tis utterly contrary to Axiom the 5th, which 
is a firſt pzinciple, iz. That no Power or Au- 


| thority or Earth can by any after AF (not ap- 
| pointed by God for that ' purpoſe) male that 


which before was Invalid, to become as Valid, 
as the Conforming to the Divine Inſtitution it 
ſelf wonld have made it So that, if by La- 
poſition of Hands they would make ſuch Im- 
perfect or Invalid Baptiſms, to be as Valid as 
the perfect ones | perform'd according to the 
Inſtitution 5 it lies upon them to Demon- 
ſtrate, that ſuch Impoſition of Hands was 


appointed by God himſelf either in ſome 


Law, or by the Practice of the Holy Apo- 
ſtles, for ſuch a purpoſe; but this I Diſpair 
of ever ſeeing them do, becauſe the Sacred 
Oracles give us not the leaſt Encouragement, 
either in plain Words, or by good Inferen- 
ces (to be drawn from ſuch as are not fo 
plain) to believe that this Rite of the Impo- 
fition of Hands, with reſpe& to Baptized 
Perſons, was ever Ordain'd, but to be per- 
form'd on thoſe only, who were before truly 
and Validly Baptiz'd Ther is not one Ex- 

maple 
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ample of the Apoſtles uſing this n to 
make up ſach defect of Baptiſm; nor any 
thing like it; and if in after Ages ſome usd 
this Ordinance for that purpoſe (as I find 
they did) they ſeem thereby to have diſ- 
pens'd with a Divine Poſitive Inſtitution at 
the ſame time that it was binding and obliging; 
which was taking to themſelves an Authori- 
ty that did not a+ 41 belong to them (by Axi- 
om 3.) I ſay they diſpensd with a Divine 
Poſitive Inſtitution when 'twas binding and 
oblizing, becauſe they allowed of the Oæiſſion 
of the Divine Authority of the Adminiſtra- 
tor of Baptiſm, which might have been had 
(and was therefore binding and obliging) at 
the ſame time as they gave Impoſition of 
Hands to ſuch imperfectly Baptized Perſons, 
who might ſtead thereof, have been then 
Bantiz'd by themſelves or their Subſtitutes, 
who were veſted with the Divine Authority 
for that purpoſe. 
AS for the Church 5 Br ſhe gives 
us not the leaſt Intimation of any Efficacy in 
the Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hand, to give 
Validity to ſuch Baptiſms as are ſuppos'd to 
be partly Invalid before; for her Office of 
Confirmation is made only for Perſons Validly 
Baptized; and it they are not fo, the uſe 4 
that Office upon their Account, will be a 
fect Contradiction; becauſe the Prayer of | 

the Biſhop before he bleſſes by Impoſition of 
his Hand, aſſerts, That God has Regenera- 
* ted 


49 
ted the Perſon by Water and the Holy 
Ghoſt ;, and has given unto him forgrueneſs 
of all his Sins, which takes in the whole 
enefit of Valid Baptiſm, and ther fore can- 
ot be ſaid, with any Senſe, over a Perſon 
hoſe Baptiſm is ſuppos'd to be but parzly 
lid, and conſequently to convey. but part 
f the Benefits of True Baptiſm, So little 
as ſhe provided for any Method of giving 
alidity. to partly Invalid Baptiſms, as ſome 
fore her have done. 1 

THE Cauſe why they would not in 
oſe Days give ſuch Perſons Catholic Bap- 
» at the Hands of thoſe who are duly 
uthoriz'd by the Divine Commiſſiuon, was, 
at they reckon'd any Baptiſm with Water, 
the Name of the Trinity, by whomſcever 


of L Baptiſor 


Iaminiſter'd, to be that One Baptiſu which 


ught not to be repeated; and yet at the 
me time they eſteem d ſucha Baptiſm in ſome 
eaſure Invalid, till it was perfected or ra- 
er mended by Impoſition of the Biſhops 
lands; now who (that ſeriouſly conſiders 
eſe things) does not ſee a great deal of 
conſiſtency in this Matter? for if ther be 
put one Baptiſm, it muſt certainly be that 
hich has 20 Invalidity, being Adminiſter'd 
dactly according to the Inſtitution; 
Ind therefore thoſe other Baptiſas which are 
ot ſo Adminiſter'd and are therefore con- 
fledly imperfeF and partly Invalid, muſt be 
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of another hind diſtinct from that Oze Th 
Baptiſm, and this will introduce to Sorts q 
Baptiſms in the Chriſtian Church; which! 
utterly. contrary to their own Aſſertion, 
well as that of the Holy Scripture, whid 
acknowledges no more than Ore Baptiſn | 
the Remiſſion of Sins: and conſequently the 
imperfect Baptiſms are no Baptiſms at al 
and ſo are entirely void and of no eflet 
And indeed to allow the Contrary, is in effe 
to deſtroy the whole Miniſtry of the Chriſt, 
Prieſthood ; and to open a Door of Liceni 
ouſreſs to all Intrudors into that Sacre 
Office, and thereby put every Maz. upon 
Level, inſomuch that at laſt all may ſet 
for themſelves, and refuſe to give any regar 
or attention, any deference or reſpect to o 
blefled Lord and Mafter, in the Perſon ( 
his Anthoriz'd Miniſters ; for where will ti 
Confuſion end, if every Man may be fu 
pos'd capable of giving Valid Baptiſm? Wi 
they not argue, What need we attend upc 
others for theſe Miniſtrations, when we ha 
as much Valid Power therein as themſelve 
if our Baptiſms are Valid, ſo may our Ac 
miniſtrations of the Lord's Supper, and muc 
more our Preaching to, and Teaching ſuc 
People, as we can gather to our ſelves: 
Validity may be allow'd ?o all theſe by who 
ſoever Adminiſter'd, then Farewel all Ru 
and Order in the Church; and — 

ſot 
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and that, fince they thereby receive as much 
Spiritual Benefit as others ow by yours, hong 
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ſome therein, firſt Apoſtles; ſecondarily. Pro- 
| phets, &c. for the perfecting of the Saints, 


for the Work of the Miniſtry ; and His pro- 
miſing to be with them to the end of 
the World, was to no purpoſe. And 
it will not ſerve to ſay, that ſuch Men will 
be guilty of Sin in thoſe Uſurpations, ex- 
cept we ſay alſo, that their Authoritative Atts 
of Mniſtrivg, in the Holy Sacraments are Sins 
too, and conſequently, contrary to the Inſti- 
tution of. thoſe Sacraments, and therefore of 
no effect to convey the Supernatural Graces 


and Benefits annex'd to them: for, if ever 


Men can be once perſwaded, that any unau- 


thoriz'd Perſon can by means of the mere 


Opus Operatum of Sacraments convey thoſe 


"unſpeakable Advantages; it will be in vain 


ko; you true Miniſters to tell them of thes7z 
of Uſurping that Office, when ou in effect 
aſſure them, that every Chriſtian can Valid 
Exerciſe it; and as fruitleſs will it be, to 
preach to them the Danger of Schi or 
cauſeleſs Separation from the Church, when 
you, by allowing the Validity of their Un- 
commiſſion d Teachers Miniſtrations of ſup⸗ 
pog'd Sacraments, give them an Argument to 
confound all that you ſhall ſay for their 
g that their Sacra- 
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God as much concurs with ſuch their Sacrament, 
as with yours) your. charging them with 
Schiſz2 in adhering to Miniſters who have no 
Divine Miſſion, is ridiculous and nonſenſica]; 
becauſe they have all as Valid a CommiſſunÞ 
as your own, which you your ſelves muſt 
needs grant, by allowing the Validity of 
their ſuppos'd Sacraments. Nay further, if 
it be allow?'d that ſuch their Sacraments are 
Valid, then any Excommunicated Perſon (tho 
never Authoriz d by a Divine Commiſſion) 
if he can but gather a Congregation to him- 
ſeif, may ſet up for a Valid Miniſter, and 
even they who bow. this may receive Valid 
Sacraments at his Hands, if the want of a Di. 
vine Miſſion i the Adminiſtrator do's not In- 
_ validate the Sacraments :: Which is a Conſe- 
- quence ſo horrid, and attended with fue 
infinite Confuſions, that it ſhould make ſober 
Chriſtians even tremble to think of it: And 
this brings me to my laſt Propoſition, v. 
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THAT he who knows himſelf to have 
been Invelidly Baptiz d, by one who never 
had the Divine Commiſſion can have xo uf. 
Ground to expect the Supernatural Graces and 
Benefits annex'd to the One True : Chriſtiar 
Baptiſm s till he has done his utmoſt = the 
| __ obtain» 
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obtaining of them, by endeavouring to pro- 
cure That One Baptiſm from the Hands of à 


| Divinely Authoriz'd Mivifer. 


DEMO N. For bonne God may 145 


| ſpenſe with the Want of this —— to 


thoſe who know nothing of it; / ſuch as 


| Infants; or others who think they have re- 
ceivd it tho they have not, and — re- 


ceive it if they could be perſwaded that they 
had not; or laſtly, thoſe who know that 
they never receiv'd it, and are heartily deſi- 
rous of it, but cannot poſſibly attain it: yet, 
as he who knows to do good, and do's it not, to 
him it is Sin (Axiom 6.) So he who knows 
that he ought to be Baptiz d by a Miniſter 
veſted; with the Divine Authoꝛity for that 
purpoſe, and neglects to be ſo Baptiz d, in- 
curs the guilt ot Sin, and conſequently, 
while he contizuesr) in that guilt, can (by 
Axiom 6.) expect none of the Supernatural 
Benefits: annex d to the due performance of 
his veglected Duty of receiving ſuch Valid 
Baptiſor. This is ſo clearvand evident that 
ther is no need td enlarge upon it: Only I 
would further add; that if he knows him- 
ſelf to be Invalidly Baptiz*'d by one who 


never had the Divine Commiſſion, and who 


notwithſtanding preſum d to Baptize him in 
Oppaſtion to and Rebellion againſt, thoſe who 
wete truly Authorized for that purpoſe, his 

H 2 acquieſcing 
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xcquieſce with ſuch a Baptiſm will be an 
Addition to his Sin, becauſe he thereby 
makes himſelf a partner in the other's Rebel⸗ 
lion, and ſtrengthens him and his Adherents 
in their Wickedneſs of oppoſins Chrilt's 
Lawful Miniſters, concerning whom our 
Blefſed Lord has poſitively affirm'd, that, he 
who deſpiſes them, deſpiſes him, and he that 
deſpiſes him. deſpiſes him that ſent him; and 
what greater Contempt can be offer d to them, 
than to take part with ſuch as oppoſe them in 
all the Miniſtrations of that Sacred Office to 
which our Saviour has appointed them? This 
ſhould make us exceeding careful not to con- 
car with ſuch Men in their Uſarpations, 
eſpecially conſidering that by this our Con- 
currence we iuvolve our ſelves in the guilt 
of Rebellion, even againſt God himſelf; the 
conſequence of which muſt needs fall 7-f- 
nitely fhort of any the leaſt Advantage, and 
on the contrary bring upon us the ſevereſt of 
his Wrath, inſtead of thoſe Supernatural 
Graces and Benefits which he has promis'd to 
thoſe who duly obey his Holy Inſtitutes. 
As for thoſe who do not, but yet 24 
know whether the Baptiſm they have receiv d 
che according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, or no, 
and conſequently Valid or not Valid; it high- 
ly concerns them to make uſe of thoſe Fa- 
eulties wherewith God has Bleſſed them, that 
they may not be deceiv'd in ſo great an Affair 
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as this is; 9 will ful Ignorance, and careleſe 
eſs in Spiritual things, will never excuſe 
them at the Day of Judgment, nor will it 
then ſerve their turns to plead, that they 
follow'd the Inſtructions and Examples of 
their Teachers, for our Lord, who is Truth 
it ſelf, has faithfully aſſur'd us, that if the 


Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the 


Ditch ; and the wnprofitable Servant who 
improv'd not his Lord's Talent, but hid it in 


2 Napkin, was for his Soth and I[dleneſs 


branded with the dreadful Name of Wicked, 
and caſt into outer Darkneſs, to teach us 
Diligence in the moſt important things of 
another Life; and what can be of greater 


Importance to us, than to know whc+ 


ther we are truely Initiated into the 
Chriſtian Church, and thereby inritul'd to 

all Thoſe infinite Benefits and Privileges, thoſe 
ineſtimable Graces and Bleſſings which every 
Member of the Church has a Right and Litle 
to? certainly, it highly concerns us to know 
the Truth of our Claim to ſuch vaſt Benefits, 
ſince our Saviour has told us, That except 4 
Man be born of Water, &c. he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God, he cannot be a 
Member of that Kingdom here ih the Church 
Militant, - nor in Heaven hereafter, iz the 
Charch Triumphant, if thro? his carleſſneſs 
ew ERR: ho an not deen rightly initia- 


DS $0 \ 


— 


” - o*'S 


— 


tec thereinto by that One Baptiſm, which 
Chriſt has Inſtituted and Commiſſiaond his 
Apoſtles and them only, with their Succeſſors 
and their Subſtitutes, to Adminiſter tor that 
purpoſe, to the End of the World. 

AN D now having gone thro? all that I 
defign'd to ſay about Invalid Baptiſmr, I ſhall 
conclude with my Anſwers to fome few Ob- 
jections that may probably be ſtarted againſt 
this Eſſay. 
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OBJECTIONS. 


J. > ME may Object, That, tho* Chrift 
O bid his Eleven Apoſtles Diſciple the 
Nations Baptizing them, &c. yet, he did not 
not therfore confine Baptiſm to their, and 
their Succeſſors Miniſtration ſo, as that one 
can Adminiſter true Baptiſae but they and ſuch 
only as they ſhall Authorize; for if he had, 
he would in expreſs Words have told us, that 
no others ſhould have Authority to Baptize 
but they. | 
Anſwer. Tis Univerſally granted that our 
Lord confin'd the Matter of Baptiſm to Wa- 
ter, and the Form to, In the Name of the 
Trinity; merely by his ſaying theſe Words, 
Baptizing them the Name of the Father, and 7 
hes | | = the 
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ich he Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, So that no 
his other Matter or Form can be introduc'd for 
ſors | the Adminiftration of Valid Baptiſm, tho? 
that Þ| Chriſt has not in expreſs Wor4s forbidden 
us to Introduce them. Even ſo, tho? he has no 
at I [EE where ſaid in expreſs Words, That none but 
hall bis Apoſtles,and their Succeſſors,and ſuch as they 
Ob- | fould appoint might have this Authority, yet I 
inſt affirm, that he has confin'd true Chriſtian 
Baptiſm to their Miniſtration only; becauſe, 
he has done as much as if he had ſaid ſo in 
— Nexpreſs and poſitive Words; for he gave that 
Commiſſion 5 articularly-- them, andto uo others; 
and promis d coſtantlj to concur with, and ſup- 
port them in the Exerciſe therof, to the End of 
the World ; and he has made no ſuch Pro- 
miſe to Lay Baptizers. Beſides this Commiſ- 
ſion is of ſuch great Moment, that the Apoſtles 
| not ¶ themſelves could never have lam full: under- 
and taken to Miniſter in it, if Chriſt himſelf had 
none not particularly Authoriz*d them ſo to do, be- 


fuch Kcauſe Baptiſm, is, by virtue only of Chriſt's 
had, Inſtitution, made a Means of conveying 

that Supernatural Beneſits whichtheyhad no 14s 

ptize Wtural Right to confer on any Man by ears 

> therof and they could acquire noSupernatu- 
our 


| ral One to do fo, till Chriſt gave them that 
Ma- Power by a Particular Deſignation, as we find 
f the he did, in the very Words of Inſtitution; and 
'ords, ¶therſore, ſince the Apoſtles themſelves could 
nd of never have preſum'd to act in this great Mi- 
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niſtration, without a Particular Commiſſion, * 
it being impoſlible for even them to Admini- 
ſter Baptiſm Valid, for Supernatural Ends and 
Purpoſes, without it; it muſt needs folloy 
that no others can do ſo, , but by Virtue if 
this, or ſome other nem Commiſſuon, and if they 
have no zew one, they muſt do it by virtue 
of the Old, and conſequently, he who Ad. 
miniſters Baptiſm , valid for Sypernaturd 
purpoſes and *tis not Chꝛʒiſtian Baptiſm iti 
bemot thus Malid) mutt neceſſarily be veſtel 
with the Divine Commiſſion given at farſt t 
the Eleven Apoſtles, and by their Succeſſor 
convey'd down to him: And if ſo, then al 
others are excluded from any Valid Miniſtr 
tion hereof, becauſe they are Deſtitute 
this Divine Commiſſion which was never on 
given io them for ſuch a purpoſe. | 


W 


II. Others may probably Object, That 
this Rate I confine /e Efficacy of the Saci 
ments, and particularly of Baptiſm, wo 
to the Divine Authority of the Adminiſti 
tor ; and ſo, if the Perſon who Miniſters, h 
not been Commiſſion? d by Chriſt, he Admit 
{ters no real Sacraments at all. © 
Anſ. When the outward Elements of 
(Chriſtian Sacraments are rightly Adminiſte 
according to all, the Eſſential. Parts of th 
Inſtitution, then, and then ouly, they beco 
2ffrcacions to the Worthy Receiver of the 
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niſſion, and this their Efficacy proceeds only from the 
\dmini- Promiſe of God, made to ſuch due Admini- 


as ant ſtration of them: So that in Chriſtian Bap- 

folloyÞ tiſm, the Efficacy depends zo wore upon the 
Virtue of Divine Commiſſion of him who Adminiſters, 
if thay than upon the ater, and the Form of Ad- 
y virtue miniſtration z but upon God's Promiſe to 
ho Ad beſtow the Supernatural Graces thereof, by 
natur the Mediation of his own Meinifler's epply- 
iſm ifi * the Water in the Name of the Trinity: 
De veſtel And therfore, as the Church has conſtantly 
- firſt . affirm'd, that God do's not give Efficacy to 
ucceſſofl Mater Adminiſter'd even by his own Miniſter, 


then af without the uſe of theſe Words [In 1he 
Miniſtu Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
ſitute the Holy Gho##] becauſe an Eſſential Part of 
ever on the Inſtitution is omitted; So, we have zo 

Reaſon from Divine Revelation (which is 
our only Guide in this Caſe) to believe, that 
he will give Efficacy to Vater Adminiſter'd 


That 
he Sac 
1, who 
Iminiſtr 
iſters, hit is alſo an Omiſſion of another equally 
» Admil Eſſential Part of the ſame Inſtitution, as 1 

by humbly hope I have ſufficiently prov'd. 

As to the latter part of this Objection, 
iz. That if the Perſon who Miniſters has 

not been Commiſſion'd by Chriſt, he Ad- 


Words, when tis done by one who has not 


its of tl 
miniſte 


25 of ti 


y becoſ| miniſters 20 real Sacramerts at all; I readily 


of the acknowledge that my Diſcourſe do's * 
wa | > , ""_ 


with. the pronouncing of the ſaid Form of 


the Divine Commiſſion for ſo doing, becauſe 


— 
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ſo much; and that the contrary ought pon 
#0 account whatſoever to be affirm'd or believ'd; 
becauſe, the outward Elements are not Sacra- 
ments by themſelves, nor made any ways 
Efficacious for Supernatural purpoſes, till 
Adminiſter'd as God has appointed in theit 
Inſtitution; and when they are ſo Admini- 
er d, then they become Sacraments, and are 
thereby made Means of conveying, and alſo 
Pledges to aſſure us of, the Supernatural Gra- 
ces Which God has annex'd to ſuch their Ad- 
miniſtration ; Now who do's not fee at firſt 
fight, that zone can make any thing to be 
the Means of conveying Supernatural Benefits 
and Advantages, who have not the Power 
and Authority of a Supernatural Commiſſion? 
That no Perſon can make that, which before 
had no ſuch Excellent Quality, to become 
a Pledge or An Earneſt of Aſſurance, that 
God will grant us ſach Ineſtimable Graces, 
and Priviledges (as Nature could never have 
Intitul'd us to) except he be firſt ſet, and 
therby Authorix d for that purpoſe, by him 
who is to acknowledge the Pledge as his own, 
and for the fake therof, is to perform all 
that was promis d and imply*d by the giving 
and receiving of 7 


As for inſtance, 


IN Chriſtian Baptiſm, Water, the out- 


ward 
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t pon rd Element, is no Chriſtian Sacrament till 
ev'd; Iply'd as the Inſtitution of Baptiſm re- 
Facra- Wires, and then, ard then only tis a Mears 
ways conveying, and a Pledge to aſſure us of the 
till {fical Waſhing away of Sin; and how ſhall 
their reſt fatisfy?'d and aſſur'd, that it is ſuch 3 
mini- Wears aud Pledge, if it is not apply'd and 
d are en to us by God Himſelf in the Perſon of 


— 


4 alſo Ih Repreſentative, Commiſſion'd by him to 
' Gra- Ne us this Aſſurance? tis certain, that if 
ir Ad- ſer be apply'd never fo ſeriouſly, it can- 
it firſt It be the Chriſtian Sacrament of Baptiſm, 


to be it wants the true Form, [ia the Name of 


enefits ¶ Trinity, | appointed in the Inſtitution; 
Power Iſs every one will acknowledge; and why 
i ion? En ſhould any one plead for its being a 
before ſrament, when the very Truth of the Form 


elf is deſtroy'd by the Adminiſtration of 
Un- Commiſſion'd Perſon, who cannot 
ly and truly ſay, I Baptize thee in the 


ecome 
„ that 
Jraces, 


r have me [er by the Authority and Commiſſi- 
t, and of the Father and of the Son, and of 


y him I Holy Ghoſt ; this his Uſurpation 7s as 
s own, Wtrary to the Inſtitution, as a truly Com- 


"Im all Iſſion'd Perfon's leaving out the Form 


u'd bez as I think I have prov'd ; and 
fore, if the one hinders the Mater from 
ng a True Chriſtian Sacrament, the other 
ſt do ſo too, becauſe the Perſon to Admi- 


giving 


e out- rn of Adminiftration + And this Perſox is 
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er is as much appointed, as the Matter and 
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as much the Repreſentative of God, oh giver 


ces given; inſomnch, that we have at. leaſt x 


God himſelf; and therfore thoſe Admini 


On. 


ß Invalidity 1 
eee 


as the matter is the Repreſentation of the Gr; 


2 on to omit the Symbolical Element 
as we have to leave out as Divine Authorir 
or Commiſſion which repreſents no leſs tha 


ſtrations of the former, which are deſtitui 
of the latter, are no Chriftian Sacraments o 
(which is the ſame) Means and Pledges o 


Supernatural Graces. 


III. But if this be ſo Cothers will TY 0 
have brought us to a fine paſs ; for tis wi 
known that this Divine Authority iS ve 
much Controverted, and where to fix it, 
not yet determin d; ſo that while we arc 1 
this ſuſpenſe, we mult be always Jdoubtin 
concerning the Validity of our Baptiim, z: 
therby you put this Divine Inſtitution ups 
a very precarious and uncertain Foundat 


Anſ. That the Divine Right of who ſh 
Miniſter in things pertaining to God, b 
been, and ſtill is, very much Diſputed | 
ſome Ignorant and Fooliſh Men, and alſo 
others of corrupt Principles and wicked I 
fiat, we find to be tootrue, by woful Expt 
rience ; but what then, do's that argue th 
it is not to be determin'd who has this Divi 
Right? certainly no; for tho? through f 


7 
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% and Schi/e the Minds of many Men are 
o dreadfully blinded” that they do not diſ- 
tWover this great Truth; yet, God be prais'd, 
hoſe. who continue in the Communion of 
de Truly Catholick and Apoſtolic Church, and 
e Diligent and Inquiſitive to know God's 
ill, and to live according to that know- 
dge, need never be put to ſo great a plunge, 
sto be in doubt and ſuſpenſe concerning 
his Diſpute or the Validity of their Bap- 
iſm, which they have received from the 
awfully ordain'd Miniſters of Chriſt ; be- 


i5 VMWaiſe ſuch Miniſters muſt be vi ſible and known 
1x 11, Ws long as ther is any Truly Organiz'd Church 
ard f Chriſt in the World; and that ther ſhall 
oubtiiile always ſuch a Church is plain by our Sa- 
im, Wiour's promiſe, That the Gates of Hell ſhall 
on upſet prevail againſt it; and as for the true 


iniſters therof, that they ſhall alſo continue 
as certain, by his promiſing thus to his 
poſtles, Lo I am with you alway even unto 
e End of the World; and this is further 
Wonfirm'd by the Apoſtle St. Pauls aſſuring 
s, that when Chriſt Aſcended up on High, 
gave ſome Apoſtles, aud ſome Prophets, and 
Wore Evaneeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teach- 
*, for the Perkecting of the Sainte, &c.— 
ill we all come into the nity of the Faith, 
5 Nc. unto 4 Perkect Man. Now tis cer- 
ain that this Perfection, and entire Unity 
ill not be compleated till the End of the 
| World, 
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World, and therfore theſe Officers appoints 
to bring about theſe excellent Purpoſes, my 
continue ſ long and be viſible among u 
And that this their continuance in the Chur, 
is to be ſo plain and perſpicuous, as that i 
ſhall be eaſie to diſcover and diſtinguiſh then 
from falſe Teachers and nem mnpſtarts, is en 
dent by another Deſign, for which our Lor 
appointed them, viz. That we hencefor 
ſhould be no more Children toſs'd to and ji 
and carried about with every Wind of Dodry 
by the ſlight of Men and cunning Craftin| 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive, ( Eph. 
14.) For how can the Miniſters of Chriſtd 
fend us againſt every Wind of Doctrine, 2 
the Cunning Craftineſs of Deceivere, if thi 
are not to be viſible and known to us? 
that as ſure as God is true, ſo ſure we ar 
that his duly Authoriz d and rightly Cor 
uiſſion'd Miniſters, i. e. Apoſtles and Pi 
phets, &c. ſhall continue, and be known 
the truly Sincere, to the Conſummation( 
all things; and therfore we ſhall never wa 
ſuch to Adminiſter his Holy Sacraments, at 
conſequently need never be in Suſpenſe. 
ther about their Divine Authority, or the Vi 
dity of our Bapt iſm Adminiſter'd by th 
Hands; ſo that my affirming Baptiſm to 
Invalid for want of ſuch Divine Author 
or Commiſſion in the Adminiſtrator, do's 1 
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put this Divine Inſtitution upon 'an uncer- 

tain, but a ſure and laſting Foundation. 
B U here I expect that it will be askd 


ointe: 
„ Mu 


x win whom do I ſuppoſe this Divine Aut hori- 
+. WM!) to be fix'd ? I anſwer, that 1 do wor only 
Webs ſuppoſe, but firmly and undoubtingly Believe, 

ou after a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry which I 


have deliberately made into this Matter; 
that *twas ſettled by Chriſt himſelf at firſt, 
and continually convey'd down to this Day 
Sin Eptiſcopacy only, and of this I am as cer- 
ain as that our firſt Day of the Week was 
appointed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to be 
ate Chriſtian Sabbath, nay, tho? I am very 
ell fatisfy*d that this our Chriſtian Sabbath 
of Divine Appointment ; yet I can ſafely 
-* Wim, that the Arguments by which it is to 
e prov'd, are not ſo numerous as thoſe for 
Whe Divine Right of Epiſcopacy ; as may 
Waiſily be demonſtrated whenſoever it ſhall be 
ut to the Trial; as for thoſe who are of 
nother Opinion, I wiſh they had either more 
nowledge, or more Humility ; it is none of 
ny Buſineſs here, to endeavour their Con- 
fiction: but if they would uſe their utmoſt 
diligence to do the Will of God in all o- 
er Inſtances of their Duty, and ſeek to 
im for that Wiſdom which is from above, 
nquiring without Prejudice, by attentively 
ading the Sacred Oracles ; and comparing 
crewith what has been ſaid by many c_ 
EY | ent 


nation 
eder Wal 
2 
i{ſpenle 
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tiſm to 
Author 

7 do's! 
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Tent 4 upon this Subject; 1 — they 
would then 4now of this Doctrine whether 
it be of God ʒ which that they may I hearti: 
ly recommend theſe few Modern Books to 
their ſerious peruſal, viv. 


1 Modeſt Proof of the Order 2 1 
e ſettled by 0 aka and bis 4 5 in th 


8 C en 
} 
"4 1 "hewing who they ure ba, art E 
nom qualifyd to Adminiſter Batiſ and u 
Lor ds Super. > 1 
| re 
Dr. potter ol G hurch Government. - | | 
| w 
Dr. es s two Treatiſes, one ye of the ch 
* Prieſthood, the other of 2 * on 
N «i of the Epiſcopsl Order. — 
7 
And a little Book, calbd, The Plain Ito bu 
Guide to, the True e Church, | $1751 — 
| 9 ple 
oY ple. 
Iv. But ſome it's likely will Chatge Me: 
— uncharitableneſs in denying the Val _ 
ty of the Baptiſms of Foreign Church Pla 


where there is no Epiſcopal G, Am 
of many Good and Pious Men who are with Me 
out ſuch Ordination among our ſelves. * 


* * 


— 2 >. 


77 The Main drift of my Eflay i is againſt 
the Validity of that Baptiſm which Men 
know themſelves to have receiv'd from Per- 
ſons who were never Divinely Commiſſion d, 
and yet preſume to uſurp this Authority in 
na to the Divine Right of Epiſcopa- 

Which being duly confider'd, frees me 
donde Anſwering to this Charge, with reſpect 


they 
het her 
jearti. 
oks to 


TOUErN- 
in the 
you that they do not A& in Oppoſttion to 
Epiſcopacy ; and have pleaded that they lie 
under a Neceſſity not to have Biſhops among 
them; but that they 578, value and reve- 
rence that Order in N Engliſo Church. 
Whether . Plea of N eceſſity be good, or 
whether affects them ſ% far as 
to hinder their receiving Epiſcopal Ordinati- 
on from other Proteſtant Churches, tho? they 
carinot” have "Biſhops reſiding among them- 
ſelves, is not my Buſineſs (here) to enquire; 


hut art 
ind th 


2 Mo but "this Tm fare” of, that ther is not the 


aft Reaſon” (nay, * *tis impious) to Com- 
plement away the Great Truths of God, to 
pleaſe "ay, tho never ſo great a Party of 


har, 1 Men. 


in queſtion by any confiderable Number of 
Iuen, till within theſe laſt two hundred Years; 
and muſt we now lay it afide for fear of op- 

. ing neyy upſtart Notions and a 
| I Go 
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to ſuch Forreign Churches, WhO have told 


TH E Divine Right of Epiſcopacy is 
a from Scripture, and was never call'd 
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God forbid ! ma our holding faſt the ſound 
Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles be calld 
uncharitable and - unkind? . becauſe it do's 
not ſuit with the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
other People? Cannot we. ſtill keep our 
Charity for them by Believing that God may 
diſpenſe with the very want of the Chriſt 
an Sacraments, and beſtow even the Superna- 
tural Graces of them, to:thaſe who labour ci. 
ther under an Invincible Tenorance, or elſe 4 
impoſſibility of receiving. thoſe Sacraments, 
when they do all that lies, in their Power to 
fulfill his Bleſſed Will> certainly. we may, 
for God can diſpenſe with his own Inſtitutes 
and give the Spiritual Graces annex d to chem 

to whom he pleaſes (by Axiom 2.) 

. BUT as for ſome of thoſe among our ſelves, [ 
as their Caſe is very dangerous, becauſe 
abundance of them ſeem to want ſo fair an 
Excuſe, living under that. Epiſcopal Gavern- 
ment which they refuſe to acknowledge and 
ſubmit to: but. God only knows the (rye 
ral Circmnſtances of Knowledge and 
-cjty, and the Strength of (LN Prevatin 
which ſome of them may have contracted 
by their Education: He is Infinite: Good. 
nels it ſelf, and will never , puniſh, any for 
\what they zever could help. Rut as for the 
Slothful and Neglegent, the Obſtinate and 
Perverſc, we have no Authority from Divine 
Revelation to hope any thing for their Ad 
"a Vantage 


* * 


und 
all d 
do's 
In of 
Our 
may 
ariſti 
er na- 
ur ei. 
ſe an 
ent, 
ver to 
May, 
ItUtes, 


elves| 
ecaulc 
fair an 


4 Yeu thereby the People brow nothing of it, hy 
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vantage. But to tum up my whole Answer 
to this Objection, in tlie Words of an excel- 
lent Modern Author. 
HOS E who have beels Bapriz/d by Per- 
0 « ſons not lawfully Ordaind, and conſaptenrly 
* they have receiv no Baptiſß m, havinereceio'd 
pt? i: job thoſe who! had no C onneilſi on to Ad- 
3 Sl it, 45 00 who were guilty of the High- 
$ acrilege i in Ofurpine ſuch a' Sacred Com- 
2507 ron, not lawfully deriv'd to then by 4 Sue- 
ceſſaue Ordination 0m the Apoſtles e [as is 
the | Caſe with us]! But yet #hro* 4 general 
Corruption of the Times, ſuch Baptiſus are 
6 fed to paſs, whereby the Perſons ſo Bap- 
* tiz'd. ſwimming down the Streams, do think 
© theit Baptiſm to be Valid; and ther fore ſeek 
not for a Rebaptization, [I had rather ſay Frue 
Baptiſm] * from thoſe who ate empower'd to 
© Adminiſter it. I fay, where'no-(uth Rebap- 
fizution | or rather True Ba ptiſmij i it Fang bf, 


* ſuch Caſe their Ienorance is iu a manner F. 

* -vincible, and their Sincerity and Devotion in 
< receiving 0 Sacraments, et thinking them 
True Sacraments, may be avcepted by God, 
and the Iwurds. Grace confer d. But this 
Caſe do's not reach thoſe who do or may know 
and act better, and is the whole of my 
Charity in this matter, and I think 4 ſufficient 
MANI: to the Objection. | 


* # » 
1 „ 


E4-- | V. 
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V. Another Objection in Defence of the 
Validity of Baptiſms Adminiſter'd by ſuch as 
have not the Divine Commiſſion, is the Ex- 
ample of Zipporah, Moſes's Wife, who Cir- 
cumcis'd her Son, and therby fav'd her Hus- 
band's Life; for God ſon ght to kill Moſes, 
and when ſhe had Circumcisd her Son, he 
let him go; and therfore approv'd of her 
Act in ſo doing, tho' ſhe had no right to do 
ſo by the Inſtitution. 
Anſ. Whoſoever will but look into the firſt 
loſtitution of Circumciſion, will find, That 
God did not ſet apart a particular Order of 
Men for this © purpoſe, but only requird, 
Ger. 17. 10. Every Mes Child among you 
ſhall be Circu rr g &c. to the 15th Verſe, 
Every Male muſt be Crcumeird.; but the Per- 
ſons who ſhould continually Adminiſter this 
Circumciſion, are not Nam'd inthe Inſtitution. 
Nay, tho? it ſhould be granted that Circum- 
cif ion was to be perform'd by theMaſter,as he 
was the Prieſt of his Family, yet it do's. not 
follow that Zipporah did any thing more than 
what ſhe had a right to do, becauſe her Hus. 
band'e Authority was devolv'd upon her in 
his Sickneſs, when he was unable to do it 
himſelf : Eſpecially confidering that 
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chis Sickneſs was inflicted upon him, becauſe 
his Son had not been Circumcis' d, and that 
he might thcrfore Order his Wife to do it in 
* ſtead, and conſequentiy twas Interpre- 
tatively 


——_— 


— I... 


of Lay Baptiſm. __ 
tat ively done by himſelf, becauſe by his Au- 
| thority ; as we find in the Iſſue by God's 
ſparing his Life when the Circumciſion was 
perform'd; and by Zipporab's Words to Mo 
ſes, when ſhe had cut of the Fore Skin of 
her Son, and caſt it at his Feet, ſaying, 4 
| Bloody Husband thou art, becauſe of the Cir- 
cumciſion, Exod 5. 25. 26.) which plainly 
implies,that ſhe did it for his Sake and by his 
Order. But what do's all this avail to thoſe, 
who knowingly receive, or acquieſce in Bap- 
tiſm receiv'd, from ſuch as have no Divine 
Commiſſion; when they may be Baptiz'd by 
Chriſt's own Miniſters, whom he has particu- 
larly appointed excluſive of all others to Bap- 
tize? This is acting even contrary to the 
Example here Objected, becauſe by all that 
can be ſeen in the Text, ſhe acted by a 
Divine Commiſſion, even by. Virtue of an 
Immediate Revelation to Moſes her Hus 
band, whom God doubtleſs acquainted with 
the cauſe of his Diſpleaſure, and the means of 
appeaſing his Anger by th:s Circumciſion of 
his Son; which was ar | extraordinary and 
unuſual Caſe, . and not at all parallel to the 
unauthoriz d Miniſtrations of thoſe, who act 
in oppoſition to that Divine Commiljzon, 
which has been Succeſſively handed down, 
_ fromChriſt and his Apoſtles in all Ages. 
VI. Another Objection is a Maxim, which 
ſome would perſwade us will hold gaod'in 


"> 77 road 221 


Chriſtian Baptiſm, aud that is Fier non 2267 


feltum Dalet. i. E. It i 14 708 T avful 20 be done, 


follow that it will fo in all. 


et being done, *tis Valid. 
Anſ. Tho? this Maxim may. hold good in 
fibres Secular Caſes , yet it do's not therfore 


For Example, 


*tis not Lawful for me to make a Man Free 
of the City of London, and thongh I ſhould 


be never ſo ſerious and formal in pretending, 


or ſhould really ſuppoſe myſelf to haveſuffcient 
Authority to give ſuch a Freedom, yet *tis 
certain that ſuch a Freedom given by me, 


would never be Valid, 
a Legal Freedom, notwithſtanding the Coun- 


the Man mult. receive 


terfeit one he had of me : the like may be 
juſtly affirm'd of the Naturalization of For- 
reigners; and many other great Concerns of 

this World; and if this Maxim will not hold 
good in theſe, and abundance of other world- 


ly things ; how much leſs in thoſe of an in- 


finitely higher Nature, in the Divine Poſitive 
Inſtitutions, which God has made to be the 
Means and Pledges of Supernatural Benefits, 
to be confer'd on us by the Miniſtration of 
his own Particularly Commiſſion d and An- 


thoriz, d Ambaſſadors : : 
remember that this Maxim was 


never 


appointed by him, to be our Rule and Guide 
in any of our Affairs, much leſs in thoſe of 
gious and Spiritual Nature, as without 
Beſides the 
Ob jection 


à Reli 
all doubt Chritian — is. 


Eſpecially when we 


— — * 8 8. 
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to affirm it. e | 
VII. Another Objection which I have 
heard of, is, That the Council of Eliberis, 
Anno 305, allow'd of Lay Baptiſm in a Caſe. 
of neceſſity: that the Church of Rome do's 
ſo to this Day: and that the Church of 
England did fo in the Reign of King Ed- 
ward the Sixth ; of Queen Elizabeth; and in 
the beginning of King James the firſt, as is 
plain by the ſeveral Common Prayer Books 
in thoſe Days; particularly King Edward”s, 
Anno 1552, and King James's, 1621, (till. to 
be ſeen at Sion College Library in London. 
Anſ. I grant the Truth of theſe Matters of 
Fact, but cannot agree that thoſe Allowan- 
ces were Conſonant to, but rather directly 
againſt, the Divine Inſtitution of this Sacra- 
ment, for the ſeveral Reaſons I have already 
mention'd in this Eſſay. Sores aeTw.4; 
As for the Council of Eliberis, I have ci. 
ted it Page 13, and 14, of The Preliminary 
Diſcourſe, where tis requir'd by the Canon, 
That ſuch a Perſon as had receiv'd but Lay 
Ina Baptiſm, ſhould, if he liv'd, be preſented by 
ſe of || the Lay Mas who Baptiz d him, to the Bi- 
bout || Hop. to be perfecked by Impolition.of Hands 
«the intimating therby, That ſuch Baptiſm is not 
A+ 4 | per 
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i The Invilidity 
perfect, without it. Now ſappoſing (but 
not granting) that ſuch Impoſition of 
Hands could perfect ſuch imperfedt Baptiſiut, 
our Lay Baptizers break the Canon of this 
Council, becauſe they Baptize without any 
neceſſity at all and being in oppoſition to their 
Biſhop, refuſe to preſent ſuch Perſons to him 
for the peeing of their Baptiſms by Im- 
poſition of his Hands, ſo that this Canon 
will ſtand the Objector in no ſtead, till tis 
obey'd in all its parts ; and then twill have 
no force againſt what I have ſaid, till it can 
be prov'd that ſuch Impoſition of Hands is 
ſufficient to give Validity to Invalid Baptiſms, 
for all ſuch Imperie& Baptiſms are no better, 
if the Corolary of the 3d Propoſition be true. 
AS for the Church of Rome, her Allow- 
ances in this Caſe are no Rule to us Prote- 
ſtants, who have ſeperated from her for her 
many Groſs Errours, both in Doctrine and 
Practice; ſhe began to Quarrel with St. Cypri- 
an, and other Primitive Biſhops, and carried 
it very unchriſtianly againſt them, for not 
allowing any Validity in ſuch Baptiſms, and 
has ever ſince perſiſted in this ill Humour, 
ſo far as at laſt to condemn thoſe who do 
not believe the Validity of Baptiſm Admi- 
niſter'd by Women, whoſe Authorita- 
tive Acts in the Church of God, are both 
contrary to the Law of Nature, and alſo 
forbidden by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf. *© 5.5 
1 | | 5 5 4 
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* Bafl in his 10th Epiſtle, complains of the 
* Weſtern Biſhops, and particularly the Ro- 
man, Prod Veritatem neque Norunt, neque di- 
ſcere ſuſtinent, ———— Cum iis qui veritatem ip- 
e aununciant contendentes, hereſin autem per 
ſe ipſos ſtabilientes : That they neither know the 
* Truth, nor care to learn it; but they contend. 
' with them who tell them the Truth, and by 
* themſelves eſtabliſh Hereſie; for which Reaſon 
their Authority ought not to be objected in 
this Matter by a Proteſtant ; eſpecially confi- 
ſdering that ſuch an Objector will not 
ſubmit to their Deciſions, even in things of 
2 much more Inferior Nature. 

I confeſs the practice of the Church of 
England, in this Caſe, would have been a 
formidable Objection, if ſhe her ſelf had not 
anſwerd it already by purging her 
Liturgy of ſo Inconſiſtent a Rubrick - I call 
it Inconſiſtent, becauſe, eſpecially in King 
james the firſt's Reign, ſhe had declar'd in 
her Articles of Religion, that it is anlamful, 
Le. Sinful for any Man to Adminiſter Sa- 
craments untill he be Lawfully calPd and ſent ; 
and at the ſame time allow'd by her Ru- 
brick to Private Baptiſm, that any one there 
preſent might Baptize the Infant (in 4 C aſe | 
Neceſſity); and yet upon the Prieſt's Exami- 
nation afterwards into the Lawfulneſs of the 
Childs Baptiſm; it was requir'd, that this 
Queſtion ſhould be put to the Perſons who 

NE, brought 
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75 Thie Invalidity + 8 
brought the Child to Church, wiz. © Whether 
they thinꝭ tbe Child be Lamfully and perfedl, 
Baptix d, which (conſidering the preceeding 
Queſtions, whether 'twas Baptiz'd with Ma- 
ter, and in the Name of the Trinity, &c. 
ſeems to be needleſs and to no purpoſe, ex- 
cept. by asking their Thoughts about the 
Lawfulneſs and Perfection of fuch a Bap- 
tiſm, they meant to make it Lawful or Uu. 
lawful, as the Perſons they put ſach a Que. 
ſtion to, ſhuold think it: Which is a very 
ſtrange, and indeed a precarious Foundation 
for us to build the Validity of our Baotiſm 
upon, in ſuch a Caſe of Neceſſity. And 
therfore tis no wonder that the Church of 
England, upon a more exact Review of her 
Liturgy, expung'd this Queſtion out of the 
Rubrick, and alſo for very weighty Reaſons 
took away the Liberty of Lay Bapti zing, in 
her preſent Liturgy, by requiring, even in 
Caſes of Neceſſity, that Baptiſm ſhould. be 
Adminiſter d by The Miniſter of the Pariſb, 
or any other Lawful Miniſter that can be pro- 
cur d ; which is 2 Subſtantial Anſwer to all 
Objections. that may be rais d from her for- 
mer Practice when ſhe was but in the Infan- 
ey of her Reformation, and not long 
Emerg'd out of the thick Darkneſs of Po: 
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piſh Errour and Superſtition. But if ſuch i 


2 Cuſtom had been ſtill continu'd, St. Cyprian 


long ſince lay*d /it down for av Undoubics 
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— lub, (That we are not 10 be determimd by 
ly y Cuitors of that Nature, but to Examine 


ing whether they will bear the teſt of Reaſon. 
Ve ad Biſhop Taylor fays, (ſpeaking of Bap- 
&c. Wir by Midwives) *This Cuſtom came in at 
(wrong Door, it lead upon a falſe and Su- 
the perſtitions Opinion ; and they thought it bet- 
>aP- I ber 20 Invade the Prieſt's Office, than to truſt 


| Cod with the Souls, which he made with his 
owes Hands, and Redeewd with his Son's 
Blood, but this Cuſtom was not to be fol- 
low d, if it had ſtill continu'd; for even 
then they confe[s'd it was Sin, Factum valet, 
fieri non dlebuit; and Evil ought not to be 
done for a good end, &c. This Cuſton ther- 
fore is of the Nature of thoſe which are to be 
laicl uſide. No Man Baptizes but he that is 
in Holy Orders, faid Simeon of Theſſaloni- 
a ; and I think he ſqid truly. But above 
all things, Opinions are not to be taken up by 
Cuſtom, and reduc'd to practice Not only 
becauſe Cuſtom is no good warranty for Opini- 
ons, &c. But beſedes this, when an Opi- 
mon is offer'd only by the hand of Cuſtom, 
it is commonly a Sign of a Bad Cauſe, and 
that ther is nothing elſe to be ſaid for it, 
"Oey 5 Dubitantium, fourth Edition, Page 

n AND in the ſame Book, Page 198, * 
all Moral Actions ther muſt be a Sub e 
Poteſtat ive Principle that muſt haveproportion's 


Power 
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© Power to the Effect; a thing cannot be dow 
* without 4 Canſe, and Principle in Moral, 
any more than in Nature. If a Woman goes 
about to Conſecrate the Holy Sacrament, it 
is an ineffective Hand, ſhe Sins for attempt. 
zug it; and cannot do it afterwards ; and 
it were wiſer and truer, if Men will think 
the ſame thing of their gruing Baptiſm, un- 
© leſs they will confeſs that to Baptize bil. 
| © dren is a mere Natural and Secular Action, 
© fo which Natural Powers are ſufficient ; or 
* that Women have receiv'd Spiritual Power; 
to do it, and that whether a Prieſt or a Mo 
© man do's it, is mo difference, but matter of 
© Order only. If an effe& be Spiritural, the 
© Agent muſt be ſo too; thus for that Gres 
Biſhop : And if his Reaſons are good a 
gainſt Womens Baptizing, as I think they 
are, they will be as good to all Intents an 
Purpoſes againſt a Man's preſuming to dc 
the like without the Divine Conmiſſian: be 
cauſe, he is equally deſtitute of a Spiritual 
Power, and in fad is as little in Holy Or 
VIII. The laſt Objection that I ſhall men 
tion is, what ſome great Men have made uſ: 
of to Eſtabliſh the Validity of Lay Baptiſm: 

and that is, That tho' it was a Sin for thfll 
two hundred and fifty Princes to offer In": 
cenſe; yet by even that Sinful offering th 
Cenſers, where with they offer d were hl 
| ; | _ 
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dow Ind God himſelf declar'd them to be ſo, 
it, Numbers 16. in like manner, tho? it be a Sin 
or Laymen to Baptize, yet the Perſon ſo 
aptiz2d is thereby Hallow'd and Sanctify d; 
nd conſequently ſuch a Baptiſm is Valid. 

Anſi This Objection has no manner of 
orce for the purpoſe deſign'd, becauſe *tis 
ot in the leaſt parallel to Chriſtian Baptiſm 
. r the Cenſers (mere ſenſeleſs things) were 
zpable of no Supernatural Spiritual Graces 
Privilege, to be enjoy d by them, by vir- 
e of.” that Offering; but the Objects of 
.Wiptiſm, Senſible, Rational, and Immortal 
ter ofluls, are to be poffeſgd of, and to be made 
J, the py by ſuch unſpeakable Benefits and Ad- 
GreaF'"tages'as are atinex'd to Baptiſm. The 
ood nſers were wholly Paſſive; but the Bap- 
© theyſ⸗d Perſon is not ſo, for even in Infancy he 
its and Active by his Sponſors, and when he 
to doffpmes to Years, muſt be ſo in his own Per- 
: be. In. The Cenſers, tho they were hallow'd, 
dirituaſſt they were not hallow'd to the ſame pur- 
ly Or ole as the Cenſers wherewith Aaron offer'd 


cenſe ; for God did not order thoſe two 
ndred and fifty Cenſers to be continu'd, 
Ir the ſame uſe to which thoſe Sinners put 
em, but requir'd them t be made broad 
Mtes for a Covering of the Altar: To be a Me- 
wial unto the Children of Iſrael, that no 
ring th ranger which it not of the Seed of Aaron 
allow": near to offer Incenſe before the Lord, 
en 2 N (Num 
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(Num. 16. 39, 40) 80 "that if theſe: * 
ſers are a; Parallel [nſtance. for Perſons Bat 
tir d by uncommiſſiond pretenders, then 
uſe that God order'd them to be put t0 
ſhould teach us to make the like uſe: of ſud 
Sinfully Baptiz'd Perſous, vx. TO mal 
them Memorials to all e that non 
who are mot: Commriſſiomd by Chriſt, ſhou 
dare to come near to 2 in the Chriſtia 
Church: But how ſhall ſuch ſinfully Baptiz 
Perſons become ſuchMemorials ſo cfte&tally 
as by renounging; their falſe, and - receivin 
true.Chriſtian Baptiſm. from Chriſt's, Authe 
riz2d Miniſters, and thereby fruſtrate as mu 
as they can, the preſumꝑptuous Uſurpdtion:dÞ at 
thoſe who. have no Divine Miſſion for 
great a Miniſtration. This is the moſt prof 
er: inference that can be drawn from = 
Cenſers, with reſpect to ſuch, as are unlawf 
ly Baptizd: Tho? after all, they have n. 
thing in them that can with any Coherene 
be juſtly adapted to the Inſtitotion of C 
ſtian Baptiſm, or any one Eſſential Part the 
of: The two hundred and fifty Prinees, i 
deed, if .compar'd tothe Unauthoriz d Ad 
niſtrators of Baptiſm may be ſomething to i 
purpoſe; and ſo. may the Incenſe, if eompa 
to the Water in Baptiſm ; becauſe; 48 t 
when rightly Adminiſter d. is the means 
Spiritual Benefits, ſo Incenſe, when Rei 72 
alter d, i. e. by a Divinely Commiſſion 
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ſon, Was a means likewiſe of procuring the 
favour of God. by making an Attonement 
for the Sins of the People, But as fox the 
Cenſers, they were orly the! Veſſels wherein 
this Incenſe, the outward Means of the At» 
tonement, was contain'd ; ſo that they have 
not the leaſt reference, either to the Perſon 
Adminiſtring, or the Water of Baptiſm, or to 
the Perſon Baptiz d; and therfore, if che Ob · 
jector will have them to be Parallel to any 
thing at all in this matter, they muſt be ſo to 
the Veſſel which contains the Baptiſm Wa- 
ter: And he may make as much uſe as he 
pleaſes of that Parallelifn, which is woke 
at all to our preſent purpoſe. 
UPO N che whole, the Grand Deſigh of 
theſe Princes was (in ition to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Prieſthood.) to offer Incenſe before 
the Lord, . contrary to 4 Divine Poſitive In- 
ſtitution, which confin'd that Ation to Aaxon 
and his Sons only ; This Offering being thus 
unlawful, for want of the Divine Authority 
of the Perſons Adminiſtring, was ſo far 
from being accepted, that it was a crying 
Abomination; and inſtead of procuring a 
Bleſſing, eicher for themſelves or their Abet- 
tors, drew down upon them ſwift Deſtruſti- 
on ; the Princes being immediately conſuum 
by a Fire from the Lord, and Fourteen than- 
and Seven hundred of their Partizans de- 


9 K J ſtroy*d by a Plague. Even ſo, if any thing about 
ſ baptiſm may be hence infer'd, we may july 
ear 
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fear that the Adminiſtration of fo ppos'd Bap- 
tiſm byUncoinmiffion'd Perſons, in Oppoſition 
to the Divinely eſtabliſh'd Prieſthood. of the 
Chriſtian Church, iaſtead- of being a Means 
of conveying Spiritual Graces and Benefits, 

to thoſe who Fnominely receive, or acquieſce 
in it, will rather exclude both ſuch Giver 
and Receiver, Ctho' they eſcape God's Judg- 

ments here) from the infinite Privileges of 
his Children hereafter,” Ws preg a ſiherſe 
and ſpeedy Rep'ntance. 
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Some other Objections Haverndiavebre: to 
obviate in the Progreſs of this Eſſay, andthe 
fore ſhall only further Declare, that I ſincer- 
ly believe the Subject of this Biſcourſe to he 
2a Subſtantial Truth; nay; even à firſt Prix. 
ciple of Chriſtianity, and that withont the 
couragious Aſſerting and Vindication thereof, 
the whole Chriſtian Prieſthood" and the Di- 
vine Authority of it, muſt be"call'd in que. 
ſtion, (as we ſee it has lately been in Pub- 
lick Print) and conſequently in time ſo far 
deny'd, as to Incourage every bold Intruder 
to uſurp that Sacred Office and Miniſtry even 
in oppoſition to that Divine Commiſſion, 
which has been conſtantly handed down 
from Chriſt and his enen to this ver 
"Day. 
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it: by appearing publickly in oppoſition; to 
the Subject of this Eflay, :: 5 or my man · 
ner of Arguing tp defi fend it, ther may be 
ſome 4 Faults, : Which humbly 

ſubmit. to their juſt Correction, and ns 
Cenſure; hoping, they will execute both, 
with lo much Wiſdom and Conduct, as (to 
make mie ſee my own Errours, and at the 


— time) not to prejudice, but add ſtrength 
* and Cogency to the Cauſe I have pleaded, 
whi ; ought; Ry Þ: N 0 ſuffer for. wy 
Weakneſs in rs | a 0185 

8 for the. oF; retenderst this Hs 
Aut rity, 1 have nothing to ſay to tem or 
their Followers; but only to deſire em to 
take gate not to derive. e bat I 
nu] 05 (Whett 


hall. not we PP ſolt:4p enter the. Liſts 
rith them, gene 

nh what I oak Fai they haye Work 
endugh already eut out aer Hands, in 
thoſe excellent Books which I have mention'd 
in my Anſwer to the 3d Objection; and o 


vine Bight of Epiſcopacy, that they may 
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ſave themſelves the ttonble of demanding 
them from me. 

IF they: ſhall oppoſe my Aerzen of the 
Neceſũty of à Divine Commiſſion to Ad- 
miniſter Baptiſm, they will thereby Confond 
memſeſves when” they affrm that they Bip. 
tiſe by Virtue of ſuch à Cortmifſion* And 
then 1 ſhall not think them Worth my An- 
fwering, PIODnol brig mrobuW fot of gary 
I eofclude all with my Marty Prayers“ to 
Almighty "Cod! that this my weak endea- 
vour-ma y befor his Glory. 128 hat he would 
Tee u 553 4 Falle Doctrine, Here 
and chiim z hat all Who profeſs and" ral 
—— det ' Chriſtians may 40 10 into the ay 
ef Truth," and hold the Faß in Unity'o 

mt, 175 the Bond "of Peace: and in Rig te- 
pr of - Life arid that tec would be 12 
hs urinate" All 'Biſhox 8, Prielts and 
ahn with rue" owl ge and Under- 
fe Ing of his Word, that both by their Preath- 
"ing auc Living, they may ſet it forth" and 
* ſhew it accordingly'; and rightly and auly' Al- 

Kii, Bis Poly Sacraments, , J 
Terodoams Prteſks n Pzophane His 
1 Fervice, zut that The 7 ok Aaron 
5 "may "Jett Piniſter before hi to whom, 
with his 225 Son, and ” Hol Spirit, 
2 Three Perſons, but One God, be oferiÞa, 40 
1 108 as, oy Soph! Pra, and Glo 

"ie "Honour 7 
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18 Vebr, Majeſty and. Dominion, 75 every 
lrature that is in Heaven and Earth, 
he Wi under the Earth, For ever and ever. 
d- nen. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Y Reaſon of the Author's other urgent N ſome 
few Errours have eſcap'd the Preſs, part of w bil 
itt Reader is deſir'd thus to h Correct. 
Page 8 1. 7. for nor r. and. p. 49. I. 14. for are n. 
we. p. 54. I. 1. for e r. acquieſerag- 
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